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Would it make a difference if Jesus, the actual real Jesus, 
came to your town? He came to Nazareth over 2000 years 
ago, a place unprepared and non-responsive to His arrival. 
Let’s make this even more personal. What if He came to 
your neighborhood, walked down your street, went and 
knocked on every door… including yours? What would 
be the reaction? What would be your response? 

We are told He did these very things once He was of age, 
and the responses varied greatly: People said He was 
of His father, the devil. They expected Him to perform 
more miracles. They denied His power, saying, “Isn’t 
this Joseph’s son?” His closest followers experienced the 
gamut from obedience to rejection. 

I think we would all want to be able to say we would fall 
to our knees and worship Him as the one and only God 
that He is, but…I wonder.  Even in this Christmas season, 
would we?

If Jesus Came to Town
The Spirit of the living God lives inside of you. You take 
Him with you everywhere you go. Your body is His temple. 
You represent Him on earth.  When the MAI trainers/
representatives go into a village or neighborhood, they 
are Jesus’ ambassadors.  They are bringing a message of 
love, reconciliation, hope, self worth, and more. But their 
message is not always wanted or received. They have 
been rejected, doors have been shut. Yet, thankfully, some 
hear and respond with joy. 

Every article in this issue is about Jesus showing up and 
how people are responding. These are positive stories for 
which we praise God. Even so, more work needs to be 
done, more places to be approached, more doors to be 
opened, more people waiting to hear the Good News, and 
more places Jesus needs to appear.

What about where you live, your neighborhood, your job, 
your family?  You’re there. Is Jesus? 

Denise Locker,  Editor 



The way a person views the world 
certainly cannot be changed easily. 
It is like looking through a pair of 
eye glasses. Everything you look 
at is affected by the perspective 
the glasses give you, but you are 
not aware of that fact. We call 
this perspective, or viewpoint 
about life, one’s worldview. 
Because a person’s worldview is 
subconscious, it is very hard to 
change it consciously. And many 
worldviews can be false.

But unless people’s false 
worldviews can be changed, then 
humanity is in trouble. Wrong 
beliefs can be tools that Satan uses 
to keep much of the world bound 
to his control. He can use them 
to distort truth, to disguise God’s 
goodness and love, and to make 
people abandon all hope that their 
lives can ever be different.

When Jesus confronted people’s 
false worldviews in his teaching, 

he frequently used stories to 
prove that change was possible. 
So here is a modern-day story to 
show that changing worldviews is 
still possible.

Bedillu was a young woman 
in high school when she was 
introduced to Women’s Cycle of 
Life training as part of Community 
Health Evangelism in her church. 
Bedillu’s worldview caused her to 
believe that a young woman who 
tried to be clean and pretty was 
a “loose woman” and was just 
looking to attract a man.

Since soap was expensive in her 
part of Ethiopia, everybody knew 
that soap was for washing clothes 
or dishes—though not very often 
since water was scarce. Soap was 
never to be used on people. This 
was especially true after a baby 
was born. If a woman was to wash 
her hands in the first six months 
after giving birth, it would be bad 

for the baby. Cleaning herself up 
could make a woman prematurely 
attractive to her husband and 
having sex within six months of 
giving birth would certainly be 
bad for the baby. (One woman 
later said, “Our beliefs caused a 
huge burden on babies, mothers, 
and fathers.” That infant mortality 
was sky-high in Bedillu’s village 
should not be surprising.)

In Bedillu’s worldview women 
were less important to God than 
men. Everybody around her knew 
that, even the church leaders. 
When a son was born there was 
rejoicing, and baby daughters 
were just tolerated. Women were 
taught to be quiet and keep their 
eyes on the ground when they 
were around men. When men said 
negative things about women, they 
were probably right. Needless to 
say, Bedillu’s worldview was 
seriously undermining her self-
confidence.

Can Worldview Be 
Changed?{

John Payne, M.D.
President, Medical Ambassadors International
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When the teachers in her Women’s 
Cycle of Life seminar began 
talking about the importance of 
cleanliness, Bedillu naturally was 
skeptical. However, the training 
did not start off saying, “This 
is true, and what you think is 
wrong.” Instead the trainer had 
the participants doing skits and 
role plays that were true to life. 
Then the trainer started asking 
questions. As the group answered 
questions, new ideas emerged. 
Bedillu and other participants 
began asking themselves, “Is there 

something wrong with the way 
I see the world? Are my beliefs 
hurtful to me and my family?”

When the subject of the training 
switched to God’s view of 
women, Bedillu learned from the 
Bible that God looks at women 
much differently than she had. 
The Holy Spirit gave Bedillu new 

ways of looking at herself. She 
said, “The teaching opened my 
eyes to the fact that I am loved by 
God. If God is the King, then I am 
the daughter of the King! These 
new ways of thinking lifted my 
head—I am loved by the King of 
Kings. I can walk proudly like a 
lioness now!”

I am loved by the King of Kings.
I can walk proudly like a lioness now!”{

continued on page 6
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Bedillu’s worldview was changing. 
But then all kinds of reinforcement 
followed. Bedillu was given the 
chance to become a spokesperson 
for change in her school as she 
shared what she had learned with 
her friends. Her new cleanliness 
and confidence were appealing. 
Many of her classmates began 
to question the way they looked 
at things, too. They recognized 
Bedillu as a real leader.

Things also began changing in 
Bedillu’s church. The leaders of 
women’s ministries had always 
come from Bedillu’s mother’s 
generation. But when her mother 
shared with these leaders the new 
things her daughter had taught her, 
the women asked nineteen-year-
old Bedillu to come and teach these 
lessons from the Women’s Cycle 
of Life training in their regular 
women’s meetings.

They began listening to what 
Bedillu had to say, and they were 
very impressed. They started 
cleaning their children and their 
homes. They started treating their 
husbands with a new kind of 
respect. They did their work with 
confidence and cared for their 
children with new kindness.

This left their husbands asking what was 
going on. When the husbands found out 
about Women’s Cycle of Life training, they 
asked, “Isn’t there training like this for 
men?” Medical Ambassadors responded 
with new training for the men.

Now a whole new view of what the love of 
God looks like is spreading through many 
villages in that part of Ethiopia. So, with 
the help of the Holy Spirit, worldviews can 
change. And what a change it can be!

Women began listening to what Bedillu had to say...

... they were very impressed
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What happened to Henry? Jesus Christ “came to town” in his personal experience. By his Holy Spirit, Jesus 
took up residence in Henry’s life when he recognized his sin and asked for God’s forgiveness. 

A wonderful couple who are master trainers for Community Health Evangelism, Hiran and Flor DeLeon, got to 
know Henry as they worked with the CHE committee in his neighborhood. Despite his bitter exterior, they in-
tentionally related to him with warmth. And they told him about a God who came to this earth to relate to bro-
ken, violent people; the One who said, “I’ve come to heal the sick ones, not the ones who are well.” Through 
the message of hope and change that Hiran and Flor brought, Henry met Jesus for himself. Flor comments that 
his life has been “transformed from the inside to the outside.”

Not long ago, Henry said, “Sister Flor, if I told you all the horrific things from my former life, you would not 
believe me. But what God has done with me is not comparable with anything else.  I am a new man. Please ask 
the people with whom you’ll share this story to pray for me; I don’t want to go back to that life!”  

Today Henry is part of the CHE committee and is busily working to help others around him. He still is well-
known in his area, but for a different reason. Everybody knows how much this former “Wolf” has changed. 
Jesus has come to Henry. As he lives in Henry’s life, others are coming to meet him too.  Jesus is “coming to 
town” in that neighborhood.

A Transformation Story

Henry Montesino was well known in his community in 
Santiago, Dominican Republic. Not only was he known—he 
was feared. 

A big man, Henry had an even bigger temper. He was a 
brawler. Because of his tendency to leap impulsively into 
attack mode, he earned the nickname of “The Wolf.”  He was 
bitter and moody. Nobody wanted to be around such a man. 
Even his wife and children feared him. 

Of course his anger had a source: a childhood of pain and 
neglect. Henry had never been loved and knew nothing about 
loving someone else. 

Today “The Wolf” has been utterly changed. Let me share his 
words about what his life was like before Christ and what it 
is like now. 

Henry Before Christ
Violent, impulsive, embittered
Little responsibility for my family
Money, once earned, was badly spent 
Threatening to my wife
Without knowledge of Jesus
Never helped in the church
Resentful, jealous, without any goals

Henry After Christ
Prudent, seeking peace
Trying to be a friend to my children
Seeking to support my family financially
Seeking forgiveness and restoration
In communion with God through Christ
Helping the CHE team from my church 
Happy, solid, with purpose and dreams

“The Wolf”
Madelle Payne

Vice President of Ministries
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I lived with the father of my two children 
from 1992 to 2000, eight years filled with 
violence in every sense of the word. When he 
decided to leave, I thought my world would 
end. I did not know how I would feed my 
children and begged the man not to leave us; 
we would not survive without him.

When he left us, unfortunately the suffering 
did not end there. As a single mother, I felt 
the rejection of society and the discrimination 
against being alone. I don’t know where it 
came from, but God gave me the strength 
and courage to move forward, to labor in 
many jobs as sales clerk, cleaner, operator, 
and assistant bricklayer. In 2001, when I met 
Roger Pavón and Antonio Vivas, I offered to 
work as cleaner and secretary in the office of 
Medical Ambassadors of Central America.
 

I remember the conversations brothers 
Pavon and Vivas had, saying God sees man 
integrally as a whole, both physical and 
spiritual. I thought, “How is that? Why do I 
have to endure so many calamities—maybe 
God doesn’t remember I exist.”

My job was to transcribe on the computer 
supplements for Community Health 
Evangelism (CHE) spiritual and physical 
lessons. I never understood why Brother 
Roger gave me this initial work in the 
office, except each time I read a lesson I had 
questions for him and brother Antonio Vivas.

On April 4, 2002, I accepted Christ as my 
Savior. I liked the idea of knowing that God 
sees man integrally as both a physical and 
spiritual being. More than that, for me to 

Darling Janette Lopez Ramos* 

A Life

Christ
Touched

by

I was a single mother with a lot of resentment in my life.
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be reborn within the CHE Ministry was the 
strategy God used to show his love for me 
and my family, to feel identified with him, 
and to know I am called of God.
 
That year, 2002, was a special year for me. 
First, I took the step of baptism on May 1.
On May 20, I began attending the University 
to study law, thanks to God and the efforts of 
Dr. Hugo Gomez, who connected me with a 
godly family that contributed to my studies. 
That same year Roger and Antonio talked 
to me about a new CHE area of ministry 
that had to do with women, and they wanted 
to start this woman’s focus project in the 
communities of San Juan Boaco.

Women’s Cycle of Life ministry began 
in this community on May 25 with five 
women who God then multiplied into 50 
women. I traveled once a month with the 
Central America CHE team in the Boaco 
communities to provide CHE training for 
women as young as 12 to ladies well into 
menopause.
 
In 2004 my missionary friend Anne 
Thompson worked with us in Santa Maria, 
a community that suffered the impact of 
Hurricane Mitch. Anne and I would invite 
women to follow the WCL programs. We 
soon realized they were not only interested 
in theory, but also in practical classes like 
embroidery, cooking, and sewing among 
others. Anne decided to start with the idea of 
microenterprise. There were well over 200 
women involved in WCL who also started in 
micro-business workshops for women ages 
12 to 60 years.

In 2005 Charleen McWilliam, creator of 
WCL, came with her late husband John to 
Nicaragua to see for herself the progress of 

programs of WCL. She saw the involvement, 
excitement, and interest the sisters from the 
community of San Juan, San Buenaventura, 
San Andres, and Santa Maria Limonal had in 
WCL.

 
In that same year, Anne and I accompanied 
Charleen to Costa Rica, for a WCL Seminar 
in La Carpio Community Church with 
Pastor Huber Chavarria. There the late John 
McWilliam preached about the lepers who 
followed Jesus. He made a call to all who 
were willing to follow Christ, no matter 
what the results, and those who wanted to be 
part of this precious ministry. I do not know 
how, but when I opened my eyes, I was there 
together with other brothers to accept the 
challenge and commitment to God for the 
women’s program.

From then until today we see how God is 
using this strategy in places we could not 
even imagine. It brings to mind the verse in 
Jeremiah 33:3, “Call to me and I will answer 
you and show you great and mighty things 
which you do not know.”

*Darling Janette Lopez Ramos is married 
to a wonderful man, Pastor José Antonio
Ramirez (Dominican) and is the mother of 
two children, Alicia and Andrew.
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Women’s
Cycle of Life

Countries with WCL Training
• India
• Ghana
• Congo
• Nicaragua
• Nigeria
• Haiti
• China
• Ethiopia
• USA

Upcoming Trainings in the 
next year
• South Africa (with 

representatives from 7 
countries)

• Philippines
• Thailand
• Cambodia
• Haiti
• Ghana
• Kenya
• China
• USA

A Few Results
• China: WCL participants 

have reported improved 
marriage relationships, 
parent/child relationships, 
and outreach to their 
neighbors and communities

• Haiti: WCL participants are 
preparing to graduate 70 
people from their literacy 
program.

• Ghana: WCL training was 
overwhelmingly received by 
pastors of 100 churches who 
voted to implement CHE/
WCL in their communities.

“Our women used to sit in dirty places when they 
were in labor and delivery. Now they plan for a 
clean birth...and women’s lives are saved.”

-Sara, WCL Trainer
photo by Galen Dalrymple10



The RC Mail Pouch
News from World Changers—MAI’s Regional Coordinators

SOUTHEAST ASIA & PACIFIC
RCs Dr. Bill & Sharon Bieber, CHE Trainer Erik
“The wholistic approach—seeing people as whole beings in whole 
communities—is resulting in amazing shifts in worldview, as reflected 
in these testimonies from people we met on site visits in Cambodia.”

Helping Her Own 
Community  Vanna 
Srey, who works with 
a CHE partner group 
in Cambodia, recently 
participated in a CHE 
conference in Siem 
Riep Province. After the 
conference, she said, “I 
have started to recognize 
that community is very 
important for us; we need 
to develop it. I think that 
if I know clearly how to 
develop community, I 
can help make my own 
community better and 
better. The people in my 
village have to bring water 
from the pagoda, which is 
very far from the houses, 
because the well is broken 
and no one cares about it. 
Truly, just a repair would 
allow them to use it again, 
but they don’t think about 
this. No one encourages 
them to take ownership.”

CHE is Non-Threatening  
“I am a Buddhist, but still 
I enjoy coming to the CHE 
Bible studies held every 
Wednesday night.”

CHE Thwarts Family 
Violence  “After the 
CHE teaching, family 
violence has almost 
stopped in our village. 
Now there are only a 
couple of hard-headed 
men that beat their wives, 
but we are working on 
them!”

Community 
Bridge  “Before, 
an NGO built a 
bridge that was 
flooded every rainy 
season. After talking 
about community 
ownership, we 
decided to use our 
own ideas and build a 
bridge ourselves—this 
one will withstand the 
floods.”

Leading by Example  “As a community leader, I realize I need to be the first 
to model change. I see how much money is wasted on alcohol and tobacco in 
our village, so I am going to change that in my own life.” (Alcohol consumption 
wastes one-third of cash income in many Cambodian villages.)

Fatalism Breakthrough  “I am 
77 years old, and I thought we would 
always do things the same way. Now I 
tried using the organic fertilizer we were 
taught to use by the CHE trainers, and 
our rice yield increased tenfold!”

©iStockphoto.com/Donyanedomam

©iStockphoto.com/joulaujoy
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FRENCH WEST AFRICA
RC Dayo Obaweya
AC Daniel Kpowbie, Togo

Tree Story
Vivati—We 
launched a tree 
project years 
back with some 
people in a 
community 
who could 
visualize the 
value of a long-
term project, 
while others did 
not understand and refused to commit themselves. Now 
those who planted have a lot of trees to sell or to use for 
charcoal, which is in high demand. They are planting 
more trees, and those who never planted now see the 
value and are starting seedlings. In another community 
people heard about the successful tree project in Vivati. 
It has renewed their own CHE project. They have since 
harvested some of the trees they planted and built a 
community meeting place. CHE leaders are encouraged 
that people are taking ownership of the development 
concepts and implementing them on their own.

New community meeting place built with 
lumber from CHE-initiated tree project

East Africa
RCs Tirus and Winnie Githaka

A Positive Change
Horticulture is one practice that has rarely been 
employed in the Kadol community of Kenya, 
East Africa. However, in the past months the 
CHE trainers have focused on introducing 
this culture within the community through 
the CHE committee and member groups. A 
number of crops—onions, kale, watermelon, 
tomatoes, and local vegetables—were grown in 
an experiment to learn if the soil would support 
the vegetables. The results were positive!

Consequently, Jane, a serious farmer, grew 
crops on a small piece of land that her husband 
had permitted her to use. During harvest, the 
plentiful returns she yielded left her husband, 
Paul, in awe of the vast amount she had reaped 
from such a small piece of land. He rewarded 
her by giving her a larger piece of land in order 
to enable her to acquire even more returns.

This came as a surprise to Jane because Paul 
was not easy to farm with. But this did not 
deter her. Jane tackled the larger project, 
nurturing her crops all the way to the market.

Paul was amused that some of the crops he 
used to buy in the market for his family are 
now produced for free on his own farm—all 
because his wife learned skills taught at CHE 
trainings. 

The RC Mail Pouch continued
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RC Dayo Obaweya
AC Daniel Kpowbie, Togo

the plentiful returns 
she yielded
left her husband
in awe
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Human Worth 
in the African Bush

Out of Africa:

Galen Dalrymple, Field Curriculum Coordinator

 I have heard facts and stories about treatment of 
other humans that make my skin crawl.

14



One of the most distressing 
aspects of the part of Africa 
I have seen and heard about 
from my fellow interns has 
been the view in the African 
bush and culture about human 
worth. I don't pretend to speak 
for all cultures or places in 
Africa, but I have heard facts 
and stories about treatment of 
other humans that make my 
skin crawl.

Africa has long been a 
war-torn continent and that 
continues even to this day. 
Some is the result of the clash 
of religion: Islam versus 
Christianity, tribal religions 
and Christianity, or rival 
superstitions run amuck. One 
thing that is common is the 
low value placed on human 
life. Perhaps that is partly 
due to what one fellow intern 
described as Africans "survival 
mentality" that labors just to 
keep soul and body together 
for one more day. Life in the 
rural parts of Africa (the bush) 
is a brutal struggle. The small 

village behind the tree line in 
back of the Ghana internship 
center is impoverished. Our 
leader here told me that the 
average per-person income is 
about $1 per month.  Not per 
day...per month! There is so 
much disease and death that 
perhaps they have become 
desensitized to the value of 
human life; I don't know.

The wars in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone have led to some of 
my intern companions telling 
me hair-raising stories. One 
brother from Liberia had to 
flee for his life to literally live 
day and night sleeping on the 
ground in the bush. For those 
who have never been here, that 
is a terrifying concept because 
the bush literally is crawling 
with biting, stinging insects, 
snakes and animals.  He had to 
endure that for several months. 
He tells of seeing barricades 
constructed of human 
intestines that were strung 
between two posts and tied at 
each end.  He tells stories of 

the rebels who would launch 
an operation against a village 
and before entering the village 
they would hold a meeting to 
decide what kind of operation 
they would conduct:
• Operation No Hand - 

where a hand was chopped 
off of every person

• Operation No Foot
• Operation No Eyes
• Operation No Ears
• Operation No Arms or No 

Legs
• Operation No Love - 

where the lower jaw was 
chopped off of everyone in 
the village

One of the most horrifying 
aspects of this was that the 
most ruthless of the soldiers 
were mere children who had 
been given guns and machetes 
and killed totally without 
remorse—even with glee.
The soldiers would find a 

the most ruthless of 
the soldiers were 

mere children

continued on page 17
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Photos in this article  by
Galen Dalrymple
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pregnant woman and then 
engage in a debate among 
themselves, taking bets on 
whether she was carrying a 
boy or girl child in her womb. 
After the betting was finished, 
they would cut the woman 
open, remove the baby and 
see who won the bet. Other 
atrocities against women were 
mentioned that are just too 
horrible to describe.

The value placed on women 
is virtually nil, though they 
work hard from sunup until 
after dark. In many cultures, 
women have no standing but 
are viewed as possessions. In 
parts of Ethiopia, the bride 
price (value) is ten cows. In 
Nigeria it is two cows, but in 
Kenya, it is only three goats. 
Women and young girls are 
often seen as mere possessions 
to be used by men. In some of 
the cultures, polygamy is very 
common. Elsewhere, marriage 
is virtually nonexistent as 
people simply live together 
with all the resulting cultural, 
physical and spiritual issues.  

Due to the level of poverty in 
the bush, a girl may sell her 
body to any man willing to pay 
her the equivalent of a mere 
fifty cents. It is a large amount 

to the poor, more than she 
could make in any other way. 
While we know, as Christians, 
that this is wrong for so many 
reasons for both the man and 
the girl, we need to also be 
moved with compassion by 
the conditions that lead to such 
situations that a girl would be 
so desperate for something 
to eat that her intimacy is 
sold and her life put at risk of 
disease and death for just fifty 
cents. It is easy to condemn 
such things from the comforts 
and confines of an American 
church, but much harder when 
one is in the bush face to face 
with that young girl.

In the village behind the 
training center, young girls are 
"married" to a man when the 
girl is as young as 10 years 
of age. While we were there, 
one young girl of just 15 who 
had two children, committed 
suicide by drinking poison. 
The pressures of being a wife 
and mother to two young girls 
at only 15 years of age were 
apparently too great to bear. 

I was told that because it was 
a suicide, they would not 
bury her, but took her lifeless 
body out into the savanna to 
be consumed by the insects, 
animals and elements.

How the heart of the Lord 
must weep for such situations! 
How desperate should our 
prayers be to overcome the 
effects of sin and the fall 
for these people while still 
recognizing our own spiritual 
depravity as well!  

These stories and the people 
affected by them are the 
reasons we are here. We have 
come to engage in God's work 
to transform lives and help 
change the present and future 
generations, and eternity itself, 
for these cultures and peoples, 
by the grace and power of 
God. There is no quick answer, 
but God is never in a rush. He 
is patient and long-suffering, 
but we must not interpret that 
as complacency on His part. 
He is not complacent. We must 
not be, either.
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Update: Several lessons and new topics are now being written specifically for men!

What are we going to do with the 
men? This is often the question 
that is asked when a Women’s 
Cycle of Life CHE training 
is going to be held. The same 
question was asked prior to the 
WCL training that was to take 
place at the CHE internship in 
Ghana this past April. “What are 
we going to do with the men?” 

Nine men and seven women 
interns attended Women’s Cycle 
of Life Training at the first-
ever African CHE internship. 
In addition to 16 interns, 25 
women leaders from Partners 
International Women attended 
the three-day Women’s Cycle 

“What are we going 
 to do with the men?”

The response of the men was 
especially encouraging. After one 
class, one male participant came 
weeping and sharing about the 
memories he had of his mother 
and the hardships she faced 
just because she was a woman. 
For other men in the class, 
they expressed relief at finally 
understanding how fertility 
and the gender of an infant are 
determined. Most participants 
shared the tremendous need in 
the community for training that 
specifically addresses the needs 
and issues concerning women, 
but that does not exclude men. All 
of the male trainers emphatically 
stated: “We NEED this training! 
And so do our communities!” 
This response continues to 
pervade our WCL trainings 
around the world. 

During some lessons men and 
women are separated, while other 
lessons lend to their integration 
together. We encourage all of 
our trainers (male and female) 
to both receive and teach the 
Women’s Cycle of Life training. 
In some places the training has 
been renamed “Family Cycle 
of Life” or “Healthy Women-
Healthy Community.” Whatever 
the name, when people ask, 
“What do we do with the men?”, 
the answer is, “Include them!” 
They’ll be glad you did.

We NEED this 
training! 

And so do our 
communities!

 Holly Freitas, WCL Consultant, Africa

of Life training in the brand 
new internship facility. WCL 
topics included information 
about the status of women in the 
world, God’s view of women, 
reproduction and childbirth, and 
building healthy relationships. 
Participants were eager to add 
these new lessons to their trainer 
“toolbox” of specialty lessons. 

Photo from the MAI archives
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“We love what you have taught us, and we can see that it is truth 
from the Bible. But our husbands don’t understand what we have just 
learned!” said an Ethiopian women who attended a Women’s Cycle of 
Life training. “They don’t know God sees us as having great worth. 
They don’t understand personal hygiene; they think if we try to be clean 
and pretty we are seeking to attract another man. And they certainly 
don’t understand how to be supportive to us during pregnancy and 
childbirth. If you don’t teach them too, it will be like we’re trying to 
clap with only one hand!” 

Bob Haakenson, a MAI missionary in Ethiopia at the time, took up 
the challenge and invited the husbands of these women to a three-day 
seminar. The men learned about the importance of cleanliness. (One 
commented he thought soap was for washing clothes, not for bodies!) 
They learned about male and female anatomy and what happens during 
pregnancy and childbirth. This was completely new information to 
these husbands. 

They looked at scripture passages about what God asks of husbands and 
of fathers in terms of care and nurture, leadership and self-sacrifice. 

The men, who were leaders in their churches, literally began to weep as 
they studied these scripture passages. They said to Bob, “We have said 
we love Jesus and want to obey his word. But we have never seen these 
teachings from the Bible before, nor understood what He asks of us. We 
have disobeyed him in the way we have treated our wives and children 
because we’ve acted in ways our culture has taught us. We need to 
change, with God’s help.” 

The men committed to making changes in their personal lives and their 
family relationships. And they have followed through. Now, the women 
report that their lives have changed dramatically. They are experiencing 
new partnership with their husbands in their parenting and decision 
making and new respect and closeness in their marriages. The men 
report new degrees of health in their families and new peace because 
things are going well at home. 

The couples are now “clapping with both hands.” 

Clapping with One Hand
“Men Matter” 

Curriculum

Lessons are presently being 
developed to address the issues men 
face. A sampling of the curriculum 
includes:

Men’s Health
• Personal Hygiene
• Sexually-related infections/HIV

Men’s Relationships
• A Woman’s Worth—God’s 

Perspective
• Created in God’s Image
• Fatherhood
• The Husband in Marriage
• What Wives Wish Their 

Husbands Understood About 
Women

Men’s Qualities
• Being a Godly Man
• Discipline of Integrity
• Discipline of the Tongue
• Discipline of Leadership
• Overcoming Self-Centeredness
• Sexual Purity

Men and Marriage/Women
• Understanding Female Anatomy
• Understanding Childbirth

19

...we have never seen 
these teachings from 
the Bible before



Worldwide Day of Prayer
From sundown to dawn over 2,000 people 
gathered in groups all across the country 
for one purpose: prayer. 

Last January in the Congo over 2,000 
Congolese joined together to pray. They 
take prayer very seriously. They start at 
sundown and continue until dawn, just like 
Jesus did, they say.

Overwhelming, isn’t it? 
This is a small picture of what Medical 
Ambassadors International (MAI) calls 
the Worldwide Day of Prayer (WWDP). 
It happens every January. It will happen 
again on January 15, 2014. The entire 
worldwide MAI team—trainers, team 
members, volunteers, communities, staff, 
and individuals that have been touched by 

the work—stop what they are doing for 
one day, come together, and pray. In some 
locations people travel for days to join 
with other believers, praying for a day, for 
a night, or longer. 

In the Congo the WWDP includes praise, 
worship, meditation, and intercession. 
The hosting team members also provide 
individuals that lead activities for children. 

“Having experienced transformation 
in their various settings through CHE 
[Community Health Evangelism],” one 
Congolese team member reports, “the 
participants lift up MAI in prayer. MAI is 
the channel God uses to bless them. They 
also pray for CHE workers around the 
world, using the booklet of requests that 
MAI sends.”
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The “booklet” he is referring to is sent 
by MAI all over the world via email to 
be printed out in the different countries 
and translated in their languages. It takes 
months for the home office to gather all 
the praises and prayer requests from the 
workers around the world. In the end this 
tool is used by thousands to guide their 
time of prayer. 

Although the Congo enlists our largest 
prayer group in one place, in Guatemala 
a couple dozen gather, a few hundred in 
Asia, a handful in Albania, forty or more 
in Modesto, California, the home of MAI’s 
headquarters. These and many others meet 
for the same purpose: to praise God for 
all he has done in the past year and for 
what, by faith, we know he will do in the 
coming year. His name is lifted high and 

humble intercession takes place for the 
needs of the workers, teams, volunteers, 
communities, and countries around the 
world. Some of these are in desperate 
places where the protection of prayer can 
mean life or death.

Would you like to be a part of this 
worldwide experience? You can pray right 
where you live, or you may join one of 
the existing groups. Want to learn more? 
Contact Madelle at jmpayne@gmail.com 
and ask for a Worldwide Day of Prayer 
booklet. Instructions 
are included. You 
could gather your own 
group right where you 
are and be a part of 
this great chorus of 
prayer. 

For more information on the upcoming Worldwide 
Day of Prayer, please visit our website: 
http://www.medicalambassadors.org/wwdp.html
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MAI dreams of a world in which 
individuals and communities are 
transformed because people have come 
to know Jesus Christ and experience 
the benefits of His rule.

We envision communities where 
the poor do not suffer and die from 
preventable and solvable problems.

We see increasing numbers of 
spiritually unreached people having a 
chance to hear and receive the gospel.

We see a vital movement of the 
Kingdom of God flowing from one 
community to another as people 
experience the physical and spiritual 
benefits of acknowledging God as 
their King. We see communities where 
human selfishness is replaced by 
practical love for one’s neighbor and a 
desire to share the good things one has 
learned.

Indigenous men and women are 
equipped to become godly leaders 
and trainers, helping their own people 
address their problems and thus 
opening their hearts to receive and live 
out the gospel of Jesus. 

New believers are taught to know God 
through His Word. Their lives begin to 
take on the characteristics of His Spirit 
living within them, as love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, gentleness, and 
goodness become day-to-day realities. 
They joyfully tell their neighbors how 
to know God too. New churches are 
formed.

Women are given worth and dignity 
as they hear how God views them. 
They are given practical, life-saving 
knowledge about their bodies and 
about caring for their families and are 
empowered to share this knowledge 
with those around them.

Children do not die from malnutrition 
or preventable disease, but thrive in 
healthy homes, where relationships 
have been healed, and parents have 
learned to lovingly teach and guide 
them.

Community leaders and chiefs 
move from leadership that is often 
fundamentally unjust and self-serving 
to caring for the needs and interests of 
those they govern, because their hearts 
have been changed by God.

Our Dream MAI Vision Statement

photos by Galen Dalrymple

Madelle Payne
Vice President of Ministries
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We see a movement among many 
missions, adopting the strategy of 
Community Health Evangelism, with 
training and mentoring as part of what 
MAI offers to the global network of 
CHE missions.

We see a growing desire on the part of 
Westerners to join this cause, knowing 
that one person can make a difference 
in the world and many people together 
can make a huge difference when their 
contributions are empowered by the 
Holy Spirit.

We see our Lord’s joy as many, many 
of the world’s poorest people (the “least 
of these”) bring Him the recognition He 
deserves. Their God-given potential has 
been unleashed. Their lives demonstrate 
what it looks like when Jesus comes to 
live in their home place.

We believe Community Health 
Evangelism is a key strategy in reaching 
this vision.

This is the vision for our future. At 
present, we do not see the world 
transformed. God’s Kingdom has not yet 
come in its fullness to this broken world. 
But we can see pockets of His rule in 
communities that have chosen to be His 
people and to make a difference in their 
own places. 

There is pride in men’s faces as 
they describe their improved lives, 
accomplished through their own efforts. 
Mothers have hope for the future, and 
for their children’s futures. Kids’ eyes 
sparkle, and their energetic play radiates 
health. Homes and communities are 
clean and often beautiful. 

Our longing is to see such places 
multiply in the years ahead. May God 
use all of us to bring about His vision 
for the world!

Need a sidebar, or save 
French West Africa article.

Kate McCord, a pseudonym, 
interviewed and conversed with 
hundreds of Afghans, both men and 
women. She listened to their stories 
and lived among them. And in the 
midst of all of that, she found Kingdom 
responses to the beliefs Afghani 
Muslims hold to be true.

In the Land of Blue Burqas depicts 
sharing the love and truth of Christ 
with women living in Afghanistan, 
sometimes called "the world's most 
dangerous country in which to be born a 
woman." The harsh reality of their lives 
is not sugar-coated and that adds to the 
impact of the book. Through storytelling 
the author shows how people who don't 
know Christ come to see Him, His truth 
and His beauty. The stories provide 
insight into how a Jesus-follower 
brought Jesus' teachings of the Kingdom 
of God to Afghanistan. They reveal the 
splendor of Christ, the desire of human 
hearts, and that precious instance where 
the two meet.

In the Land of Blue Burqas
Kate McCord

Book Review

23



Tomorrow I start my journey homeward to America. It 
sounds like a foreign land to me now after two months 
in the bush here in Africa. It is time for reflection, to take 
stock of lessons learned.

What will I carry with me as a result of this journey? 
Many things, to be sure, but I will mention just a few:

First, I have learned that I am not as unprejudiced as I 
would have liked to believe. When I moved to Atlanta 
in December of 2011, I believed I was not a prejudiced 
person. But, I found myself among more blacks than 
I had been used to. I wondered at night if it was safe 
to walk through a parking lot, to go to a certain venue, 
or even why some black man was approaching me. I 
harbored stereotyped fears and thoughts in my white 
mind. God forgive me for having so deluded myself. And 
here in Africa, I learned that I have not yet overcome all 
such fears and prejudices. Walking through the bush to a 
village, I experienced an angry villager with a machete 
approaching me to demand some money from the "white 
man." I went nearly three weeks without seeing a single 
other white face. I stand out here like a really sore thumb, 
and it has made me appreciate much more how blacks 
and other minorities must feel back home in America. 
Even the little children here call me "white man" and 
want to touch my strange, pale skin. How sad that, though 
the skin color is so different, even the children see me 
through the lens of the color of skin I carry stretched 
over my bones! This has been a painful lesson to learn 
about myself, one that I am ashamed to admit in such a 
public way, but there you have it: now the elephant in the 
room has been set loose. I pray that elephant will depart 
from my life forever!

Second, I have learned how important it is to adjust one's 
worldview and learn to understand other cultures when 
going to work in a foreign land. Worldviews are strange 
things, shaped and formed by so many factors. We all 
are possessed of the notion that "my" worldview is right, 
and therefore when it clashes with yours, you are wrong! 
Sometimes, perhaps even most of the time, conflicting 
worldviews are not good or bad—just different. We 
could all do with a bit more understanding and a lot less 
dogmatism!

HomewardOut of Africa:

Galen Dalrymple
Field Curriculum Coordinator
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Sadly, this applies within a 
country, too: to wit, the clash of 
worldviews between Democrats 
and Republicans, liberals and 
conservatives, men and women. 
Please, Lord, grant us wisdom!

Third, life is flat out difficult, 
especially the Christian life. 
Some courageously face potential 
martyrdom on a daily basis, never 
knowing if a sniper's bullet, a 
sharp blade, or a bomb will send 
them to glory to join with those 
under the throne who cry out day 
and night, wondering when God 
will avenge their blood upon their 
killers (Rev. 6:10). Some live lives 
in lands where freedom of religion is enshrined in the 
laws, even if it is becoming a threatened species. Others 
may face beatings, financial persecutions, being shunned 
and disinherited, cut-off from families for the sake of the 
gospel. And still others can practice their faith without 
restriction. But, true Christians, according to Jesus ("In 
this world you WILL have persecution.” John 16:33) 
will always be faced with hard choices and difficulties 
because the world hates the Truth. If we are living as 

Jesus did, we will have hardship. If we have no hardship 
as a result of our faith walk, we need to examine if our 
life is aligned with the cross Jesus tells us we MUST take 
up if we are to follow Him.

Fourth, seminaries are not bad, but knowing one's Bible 
and more specifically, the Word of the Bible, is of far 
greater import than the highest level of seminary or 
university training. The debates that are carried on by 
theologians often are about splitting hairs. Theodicy, 
eschatology, documentary hypotheses, and the like are 
of not much significance (dare I say worth?) when in the 

African bush, confronted with a 
village on the verge of starvation, 
ravaged with waterborne disease 
and malaria. I mean, who cares 
about the impeccability of Christ 
there and then? Was Mother Theresa 
queried about such things in the 
gutters of Calcutta by the dying? 
When one is on their death bed, do 
they need to hear all the reasons 
why one believes in pre- or post- 
or a-millennialism or do they need 
to hear about the love of Christ? 
Here in Africa no one cares about 
such trivialities. Jesus didn't have 
time for those who sat in vaulted 
rooms on comfortable chairs in 
front of large crowds who debated 

the fine points of the law. He was too busy being the 
gospel among the unwashed, smelly masses of humanity 
to spend even a nanosecond with things that, when 
balanced on the scale of eternal destinies, are weightless. 
Please understand, I have nothing against education, for 
I have had some of it myself and I consider it a blessing. 
My youngest son holds a Ph.D. from perhaps the most 
revered university in America, if not the world. But as 
Paul put it, "If I have not love, I am nothing." Mother 

Theresa had love for the lost. Perhaps 
I could do with more of that and less 
of love for the debating of theological 
straw men. My fellow interns have 
the right kind of love and have taught 
me much that I must not forget.

Perhaps Paul said it best when he said 
that the three things that abide are faith, hope and love. I 
learned here that faith requires a price—no matter what 
country we call home. I learned that it is hope, coupled 
with faith that drives my African brothers and sisters to 
their labors without hope of earthly reward. They abound 
in the hope that they can and will make a difference, that 
they can have a better tomorrow if they live in God's way 
in this world, and a better eternity even if their lives don't 
significantly improve here. But under it all is love: the 
love of Christ that compels them to do what they must 
do—to walk daily, trusting fully in His goodness. May 
we all be filled with that grace that is our Lord’s. 

Faith requires a price...
no matter what country we call home
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Have you ever been in the embarrassing situation in 
which everyone at a given occasion brings a gift for 
the host or the guest of honor—but you don’t? For 
some reason, it never clicked in your mind that what 
you were invited to was an anniversary, or birthday, 
etc. And there you are empty-handed! Not even a 
card. How humiliating!

And what if the person being honored was your 
immediate boss, or the company owner, or a 
dignitary, and you were fortunate to have even been 
included among those invited? Like a gala for the 
state governor or the President of the United States.

Honoring Jesus at Christmas
In a short while we will once again honor the 
birthday of Jesus, the Christ. Yet I have a feeling that 
for many people, this special occasion could be one 
much like what I described. You’re excited about 
being included, but you never get beyond your needs 
and your plans and your world, and in no way relate 
to the actual reason for the celebration.

I’m impressed by the story of the wise men in 
Matthew chapter 2. Not only did they travel a long 
distance, but their stated purpose was to attribute 
worth to this long-awaited Jewish ruler. Matthew 
2:9-11—The star they had seen when it rose went 

David Mains
Executive Director, Mainstay Ministries
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ahead of them until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him. Got the picture? No question in 
their minds as to why they had come, was there?

Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him 
gifts—a big stuffed teddy bear, a music box to put 
on his dresser, and a beautiful new Sabbath outfit. 
You know that’s not what it says. But I wanted to 
emphasize the dignity of what was brought: Gold! 
Anyone ever given you that as a gift? “Just what I 
wanted—gold!” Frankincense and myrrh, expensive 
perfumes, fumigants. Do you think these men thought 
this child was special?

So, on this coming birthday of the great King, it’s 
hardly appropriate to think only in terms of yourself 
and your world. Rather, it’s fitting to show deference 
to this great King on his birthday. The wise men 
did it by bringing incredible gifts and by prostrating 
themselves in worship.

Said differently, don’t let this 
season get so crammed with 
rushing and buying and decorating 
and baking and visiting that you 
have no time for Christ. Stay on 
top of Christmas by making sure 
Jesus is the focal point of all your 

planning. Deliberately slow down 
your pace so even the candles can 

say to you: He, Christ, is the light 
of the world. Force yourself to hear and 

identify with the words of the carols, familiar though 
they may be. Yes, “joy to the world.” Why? Because 

“the Lord is come; let earth receive her King.”

“Heaven’s arches rang when the angels sang, 
proclaiming Thy royal degree; but in lowly 
birth didst Thou come to earth, and in great 
humility; O come to my heart, Lord Jesus! 
There is room in my heart for Thee.1”

Jesus, sure I’m busy. But not too busy to clear a 
half-hour just to walk together, or to sit in quiet at 
the close of a day and share afresh the wonder of 
our relationship, to make sure time in Your Word is 
a part of my routine, to go to church in an attitude of 
anticipation. I have time.

Goodness, “Thou didst leave thy throne and thy 
kingly crown when thou camest to earth for me; but 
in Bethlehem's home was there found no room for 
Thy holy nativity: But come to my heart, Lord Jesus! 
There is room in my heart for Thee!1”

You know what would be a good question to ask? 
How can I make this Christmas a special time for 
You, Jesus? After all, it’s Your birthday.

Like the wise men, can I still come with a gift? 
I’m not sure that gold, frankincense or myrrh is 
appropriate, but there must be a vast number of items 
that would please You. For example, I know that 
getting the word out about Your glorious Kingdom 
is close to Your heart. So a special donation to a 
ministry devoted to that purpose would no doubt be 
appreciated.

I’m wondering how many people year after year have 
celebrated Christ’s birthday but never once thought in 
terms of recognizing Him in a special way—for that 
matter, never even perceived that He was the one to 
be honored—instead just thought Christmas was for 
kids, or family or friends.

This year, be like the Wise Men… 

As they offered gifts most rare
At that manger rude and bare;

So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.2

1Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne, Emily E.S. Elliott, 1836-1897
2As with Gladness, Men of Old, William C. Dix, 1860

How can I make this Christmas a 
special time for You, Jesus? 
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Psalm 141:1-2 (NIV)

LifeWind

I call to you, LORD, come quickly to me;
    hear me when I call to you.

May my prayer be set before you like incense;
    may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.

Worldwide Day of Prayer

See page 20 for more information on the Worldwide Day of Prayer,


