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These phrases are all encouragements taken from 
Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10, and 12 (The Message).

Earlier this year I had the opportunity to attend the 
International Wholistic Missions Conference (IWMC) in 
Phoenix, Arizona. This conference has at its heart a focus 
on Community Health Evangelism (CHE). The IWMC is 
produced by the Global CHE Network, the organization 
created by Terry Dalrymple and Stan Rowland, former 
Medical Ambassadors International (MAI) employees. The 
Global CHE Network arose from the dream of these two 
men to bring together multiple organizations doing CHE 
around the world. 

During some financially dark days seven years ago, 
when MAI came close to closing its doors, the Global 
CHE Network was created to gather together the many 
organizations around the world who use CHE for the 
purpose of encouragement and collaboration. Thankfully, 
closing MAI was not God’s plan, and the mission has 
rebounded to his glory. The collaboration between MAI 
and the Global CHE Network has made us both stronger. 
“If one falls down, the other helps,” and, “With a friend 
you can face the worst.” 

Senior leaders from MAI hold positions on the Global 
CHE Network advisory council. They and other staff have 
taught numerous workshops, sharing with others their years 
of accumulated field experience. As always, we freely 
give away our knowledge by consulting, encouraging, and 
supporting anyone interested in wholistic ministry. “It is 
better to have a partner than go it alone.” 

In this issue of Healing Lives you can read about the work 
in Southern Africa that is accomplished entirely through 
partnerships. Then on page 8 you will find an article 
written by Terry Dalrymple, speaking directly about the 
importance of collaboration. There is a short interview on 
page 22 with Jan Taylor, the head of Medical Ambassadors 
Canada (MACA), which has had close ties to MAI from its 
inception. 

The work God has called us to do requires a team with 
him at the helm. One person, or even one ministry, cannot 
meet the needs of the world. Collaboration and partnerships 
are necessary! We are all part of the international team—
including you. You are a vital team member with your 
prayers and financial support. We are better together! 
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Denise Locker, Editorfrom the editor



4

Much better to
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John Payne, M.D., President, Medical Ambassadors International

In 2007, two years after I 
began work as an Area and 
Regional Coordinator in 
Nairobi, Kenya, God had to 
get my attention with a stern 

reprimand. I was badly overloaded, but rather than seeing 
myself as inadequate, I was choosing to be critical of 
others. Four of the lead Community Health Evangelism 
(CHE) coordinators there, all Kenyan nationals, asked to 
meet with me.

I had no clue what was coming when they asked, “John, 
are you feeling overwhelmed? You seem to think you 
need to do everything. Don't you think we are capable? 
How can we help you?” 

I had been trying to protect them, because I knew that all 
of them had very full plates. I thought I had been doing a 
good job, and that all of them should be grateful. Instead, 
they were actually feeling that my sharing so little of my 
work with them suggested I did not trust them enough. 
Part of trust is the experience of watching others do well, 
and I had not been giving them enough opportunity to 
stretch their wings and fly.

At first when they talked to me, I felt angry. I saw them as 
ungrateful. However, my wife, Madelle, saw the situation 
differently. She knew the pressure I was feeling. She saw 
the offer my staff had made, not as a reprimand, but as a 
window of hope for the future. 

As I turned more responsibilities over to my staff, two 
very important things started happening.

1. Medical Ambassadors’ work expanded. People 
who had been waiting for the “white man” to do 
something for them were suddenly willing to do it for 
themselves.

2. I laughed more and was less stressed, more trusting, 
and more effective.

Staff like these were difficult to leave when God called 
me back to the home office.

However, God has blessed me in the Medical 
Ambassadors' home office with the same kind of willing 
partners that he gave me in Africa. Everything I write has 
three or four other people adding editorial comments, and 
the final product is always better.  Now, rather than my 
trying to protect others, others are trying to protect me. 
Once again I have found myself in a wonderfully caring 
commmunity.

Perhaps the teams that have stood with me everywhere 
have been to me like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
in the Bible. When they were faced with the choice of 
bowing down to King Nebuchadnezzar’s idol in Daniel 3, 
they were all able to resist better because they had each 
other. Together, they were able to say, “Oh King, our God 
is able to save us from your fiery furnace, but even if he 
does not, we will still not bow down to your idol.” 

Courage like this is a symbol of how much better each 
one of us is when we are working together as a team—a 
team that is ready to give its all for God’s glory.

gether
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meet our REGIONAL COORDINATORS
Kevin & Erica Pippert

Kevin comes from a multi-ethnic 
background and was raised in 
Western Illinois, and Erica is a fourth 
generation Indian from Durban, 
South Africa. The Pipperts have had 
extensive international experience and 
between them they’ve travelled to over 
60 countries. 

Kevin and Erica began their mission 
journey some 25 years ago with 
the mission organization Operation 
Mobilization (OM). Kevin spent his 
first two years with OM (‘92-94) on 
their London-based International 
Coordinating Team, as a helper 

(affectionately known a "Go-fer") for 
OM founder, George Verwer. 

Following Kevin’s term on the 
International Coordinating Team, he 
met Erica in 1994 while both were 
serving aboard one of OM’s former 
ships, the M/V Doulos. They spent 
two very formative years on the ship 
with 300 people from 30 different 
nationalities, traveling to numerous 
countries in Europe, the Middle East, 
Africa, and Asia. They saw the need 
for the gospel, and that season of life 
confirmed their call to a career in 
cross-cultural missions. 

After marrying in South 
Africa, they attended 
Trinity International 
University in the 
Chicago area where 
Kevin completed a BA 
in Biblical Studies and 
an M.Div. in Theology, 
and Erica worked in Trinity’s Human 
Resources Department. While 
working and studying at Trinity, the 
Pipperts met Gil Odendaal, then 
MAI’s Regional Coordinator for 
Sub-Saharan Africa. That relationship 
gave direction to the next season of 
the Pippert’s ministry in missions. 
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Gil invited Kevin and Erica to join 
Medical Ambassadors to facilitate the 
establishment of Community Health 
Evangelism (CHE) in ten countries in 
Southern Africa. 

They officially began their journey 
with Medical Ambassadors in 
September 2005 and arrived in Cape 
Town, South Africa, in March 2006 to 
begin ministering as CHE Facilitators. 
In 2007 they took on the role of MAI 
Area Coordinators. Two years later 
the Pipperts established a local South 

African non-profit organization,       
360 Transformation, with a goal to 
provide training, consulting, and 
networking in wholistic community 
development to those serving in 
developing communities, particularly 
using the Community Health 
Evangelism strategy. 

Just after Kevin and Erica celebrated 
their five-year anniversary with MAI in 
September 2010, the African Regional 
Coordinators asked them to assume 
responsibility for leadership as Regional 
Coordinators for Southern Africa. The 
Pipperts graciously accepted this new 
challenge and continue to trust the Lord 
with their time, energy, and finances to 
fulfill the role in the way the Lord calls 
them to do.

Since that time, Kevin and Erica 
have established a Southern Africa 

CHE Network, training 
and assisting national 
organizations to establish 
their own CHE programs. 
They are committed to 
working with others and 
are very active in a number 
of local, national, and 
international collaborative 
initiatives such as the 
Southern Africa HIV AIDS 
Initiative, Connect Network, 
Lausanne Movement, 
National Christian Alliance 
for Healthcare, Movement 

for African National Initiatives, and 
World Evangelization Network of 
South Africa.

We thank God for this couple—capable, 
gifted, and funny—and all they have 
brought to their region of Southern 
Africa.

MAI is 
recommending 
The Emotionally 
Healthy Leader 
to any of you 
who feel too 
overwhelmed to 
enjoy life and 
unable to sort 
out the demands 
on your time. 
Are you doing 
your best work as a leader, yet not 
making an impact? Have you ever 
felt stuck, powerless to change your 
environment?

The Emotionally Healthy Leader 
offers a unique, ground-breaking 
integration that connects our inner 
spiritual lives to core leadership 
tasks such as planning, decision-
making, team-building, setting 
boundaries, navigating dual 
relationships, exercising power, 
and embracing endings for new 
beginnings. This book offers a 
whole new way of viewing yourself 
as a leader as well as a radically 
new way of leading. The author 
offers fresh insights forged out of 
his own failures and lessons leading 
a large growing multiracial church 
in New York city for over 28 years.

Going beyond simply offering a 
quick fix or new technique, The 
Emotionally Healthy Leader gets to 
the core, beneath-the-surface issues 
of uniquely Christian leadership. 
This book is more than a book you 
will read; it is a resource you will 
come back to over and over again.

book review
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Terry Dalrymple, Global CHE Network

“The next great frontier in mission is collaboration. 
Anything less is arrogance.” Geordon Rendle, 
President, Youth for Christ International

We are living in an exceptional time in history in which 
we have the ability to connect, communicate, and 
collaborate globally in ways that were impossible in the 
past. This opens doors to ministry that are unique to our 
generation—opportunities that did not exist in the past, 
but have been entrusted solely to us to steward for God’s 
glory.

For our purposes, we will define collaboration as 
“deliberately working together to accelerate the advance 
of the Gospel and to accomplish what no one of us could 
do alone.”

Benefits of Collaboration. Collaboration definitely 
takes energy and effort, time and resources. Before we 
wholeheartedly invest in collaborative efforts, we must 
be convinced that it will produce a better result. We 
must answer the question, “Can we do more through 
collaboration than we can do alone?” 

Collaboration strengthens individual ministries and 
produces better outcomes through the sharing of 
information and ideas, avoiding duplication of effort, 
identifying best practices, learning from each other’s 
mistakes, and sharing staff and expertise.

We can achieve new things together by accelerating 
work in a geographical area when we coordinate, 
cooperate, and partner together. Collaboration 
strengthens the credibility of our witness through 

expressions of unity. It allows us to exert greater influence 
and mobilize others to join the cause by speaking with 
one voice. And it allows the achievement of important 
outcomes by fostering creativity, gaining perspective, and 
creating joint solutions.

Collaboration is not an end in itself, but a means to an end. 
In order for collaboration to have the intended result of 
strengthening our ministries and multiplying our impact, 
we must seek out relationship with those who share our 
core values and a commitment to our cause.

Building Collaboration. How do we go about building 
meaningful collaboration? We need to make ourselves 
visible and promote our vision, connecting with people 
who share our cause, exchanging ideas and sharing 
information with each other. By sharing with each other 
we will discover what we can do together that we cannot 
do alone. Out of this exchange of ideas, thoughts, and 
information, partnerships are created for joint action.

Medical Ambassadors International collaborates with 
others doing Community Health Evangelism (CHE) 
around the world as a member of the Global CHE 
Network. The Network’s interactive website provides 
opportunities for those who join to make their ministries 
visible, connect with people who share their vision and 
core values, exchange ideas and share information, 
discover what we can do together, and take joint action.

The site also allows members to build a profile online, 
promote their own ministries, build strategic partnerships, 
exchange ideas, explore opportunities, gather resources, 
and offer services to others. If you are doing CHE work, 
we invite you to visit this website and join the network: 
www.chenetwork.org. 

Collaboration: 
The Next Great Frontier in Mission
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Can we do more 
through collaboration 
than we can do alone ?
”Can we do more ”Can we do more 

”

request more copies to share with friends at
www.HealingLives.global

or send a request to
news@med-amb.org

www.HealingLives.globalwww.HealingLives.global
or send a request to
news@med-amb.org

www.HealingLives.globalwww.HealingLives.global
or send a request to

Attend one of our trainings! We believe that development work should 
be community-owned. We promote this core principle by training workers in a 
very specific development philosophy known as Community Health Evangelism 
(CHE) which focuses on transforming lives both physically and spiritually.

Our trainings cover CHE foundational principles and how to begin to organize 
CHE programs. Trainings are held over five days or two consecutive weekends.

For more information contact Galen Dalrymple, MAI's Education and Field 
Curriculum Coordinator, at Galen@med-amb.org.

medical ambassadors

ANNUAL
REPORT2

0
1

5

coming November 2016

would
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more
about
MAI?

Enjoying Healing Lives?

visit our website at 
MedicalAmbassadors.org

Want to get involved? 
      Interested in learning more about CHE?
            Need a proven strategy for your short-term team?
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meet swaziland’s  CHE COORDINATOR
Valencia Nkambule

"My name is Valencia Nkambule. I am 
a coordinator for Community Health 
Evangelism (CHE) in Swaziland. I 
have worked with the community 
since 2004. 

My family was hit hard by HIV and 
AIDS. We lost six members, so I 
wanted to gain more knowledge. A lot 
of other people in the communities 
were losing family and friends too. 
Mainly, my parents didn’t understand 

what HIV was. They pointed accusing 
fingers at neighbors and relatives, 
thinking that we had all been cursed.

I went out to the community to 
teach about HIV and AIDS and the 
importance of getting tested. Yet, while 
I was doing the training and home-
based care in the communities, I felt it 
wasn’t enough. I prayed to God; I took 
five days to fast, asking God “What 
more, Lord, do you want me to do 

for these people in the 
communities?”

Immediately after the 
time of fasting, I met 
someone from Cape 
Town who introduced me to CHE. I 
realized this was exactly what was 
lacking: training the whole person. 
When we visited the people, I hadn’t 
been sharing Christ with them. So 
when I heard about CHE, I felt there 

Valencia Nkambule, CHE Coordinator Swaziland (pictured on the far right above)
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was a great need for also sharing 
the gospel and reaching the people 
spiritually as well as helping them with 
their physical needs.

What I liked was that after the training 
and people got to know what HIV was, 
many of the people in the community 
got tested, plus a lot of people in the 
community also received spiritual 
lessons through CHE. They knew there 
was a God who was above everything. 
They knew that God’s got Life.

To me CHE is really like firelight that 
brings hope into the community. It 
opens people’s eyes and makes them 
realize they are important; they are 
fearfully and wonderfully made in the 
image of God. It really helps people to 
know who they are in Christ.”

Since beginning CHE in 2007, 
Valencia and her team (three other 
master trainers) have begun CHE 
ministries in 14 communities. 
They have trained 98 committee 
members and 420 CHEs, who—at 
least twice a month—make visits to 
2100 homesteads (extended family 
complexes) of over 12,600 individuals.

CHE Swaziland is primarily self-
funded by the trainers themselves, with 
some additional income generated by 
making and selling Wonderbags*.

God has answered Valencia's prayer—
abundantly!

“What more, Lord, 
do you want me to do for 

these people in the communities?”

*A Wonderbag is an insulated bag used 
for cooking: pots of food are heated 
to boiling on wood or charcoal fires; 
the pot is placed in the Wonderbag 
and the food continues to cook for 
many hours. This method limits the 
amount of wood or charcoal needed 
for preparing meals. 

Country: 

Swaziland
Active in CHE since:
2007

Active Training Teams:   
6

Active CHE   
Communities: 14

Active CHE volunteers: 
420 estimated

Committee Members: 

98
Churches planted: 4

Highlight in last quarter: 

Wonderbag 
Project

Challenge: 
Funding for 

Trainers

Help the Network by: 

Sharing 
ideas and experiences
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FIELD NOTES
Children’s Ministry in Village NX

Four-to-six-year-old preschool children in rural communities were 
spending all of their time at home, because they had no learning 
opportunities. They played in the river, hung around the village, and 
sometimes made trouble for the community. Brother M, leader of the 
Community Health Evangelism (CHE) A-team, was concerned when 
he saw the children running around without direction. Eventually he 
renovated a garage as a gathering place for children. Nine children 
began to come regularly to play games, enjoy drawing, and learn a 
bit of spelling, grammar, simple math, and CHE principles. Before 
long, their mothers began to notice a difference in them. More 
mothers began sending their children, and Brother M was able to 
build friendships with the mothers through the children. He said, 
“Whenever I see the naiveté and simpleness of the children, I am 
reminded no one can go to heaven unless they become like a child.” 
He is now sharing the Good News with their mothers.

Impact of Children’s CHE

Ziad eagerly looks forward to the weekly CHE 
lesson at his kids’ club. As soon as he arrives 
home from school he begins to put into practice 
what he’s learned, teaching his family to apply 
the lessons and adopt them in their lives. His 
father says: “Ziad has created an atmosphere 
of discipline and order in our home. The CHE 
lessons on Honesty, Personal Appearance, 
Healthy Nutrition, and Respect for Others have 
changed my son, and our family too.”

Regional Coordinator DJ, Northern Creative Access Nations

All Together in One Place

Transformation is taking place in the CHE village of “V.” Believers 
from the men, women, and children’s groups are all coming together 
for worship. Barriers have been broken from their former Islamic 
mentality that women and men should not gather together in the 
same place. In addition, many believers want to be baptized, going 
through intensive discipleship and Bible classes, showing spiritual 
transformation is taking place in their lives. God’s Spirit is moving 
and the power of his Word shatters cultural lies.



13

Regional Coordinators Kevin & 
Erica Pippert, Southern Africa 

Free from Witchcraft

In the Northern Province of Zambia, one man who 
started CHE training was secretly a witchdoctor 
and no one knew. CHE training consists of 150 
hours of study on spiritual and physical topics, plus 
picture books. Every time this man came to class 
he would perform his rituals to disrupt the spiritual 
lessons, but nothing happened, which disturbed 
him. He finally went to a fellow trainee and asked 
what powers were present that caused his witchcraft 
to fail. The trainee told the trainers, and they all 
started praying for this man who was a witchdoctor. 
Eventually, he confessed his deeds and received 
Christ. Now he is an advocate in the community, 
helping other witches to become free from 
witchcraft. The people in the village so appreciate 
the local CHE volunteers that more are asking to 
become CHE workers. 

Regional Coordinator Nzuzi Mukawa, 
Central Africa

A Sewing Machine for Aimee

Aimee was supporting herself through college by making a 
small profit on selling school supplies to her fellow students. 
It was exhausting work to keep up with her studies and run 
around for the best deals to fill their orders. After completing 
her first year, she joined a CHE sewing center and with 
extraordinary energy, she mastered the art of sewing. Her 
parents bought her a used sewing machine. She now supports 
herself and her studies with her new trade.

Regional Coordinator Bibiana Mac Leod, 
South America & Caribbean

Pray for Our Parents

Three CHE teenagers asked prayer for their parents to come 
to Christ: their father gave his life to Christ at church and their 
mother at a 6 a.m. evangelistic service. Since their conversions, 
both parents have actively participated in the life of the church. 
Their mom, Jocasta, started a prayer group, using “The Power 
of a Praying Wife” as a study guide. She finds the chapters on 
her husband’s cell phone, then takes notes to share and pray 
with others.
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stories that came from the nine women I was 
privileged to interview.

I’d been very familiar with the strategy of 
CHE that has been so effective in equipping 
individuals and communities to change for the 
better in ways that encompass all aspects of life. 
But I’d not had a chance to examine ‘up-close 
and personal’ the impact of the Women’s Cycle 
of Life (WCL) curriculum, the CHE program 
developed distinctly for women.

I was fascinated as these women told me their 
stories. They told of new self-worth, as they 
discovered how God views them. They told me

For the 

Women 
of the World

Several years ago I was handed the assignment 
of a lifetime. I was on my way to Ethiopia, 
where my husband and I had worked with local 
Community Health Evangelism (CHE) teams for 
four years. 

My colleague requested, “While you’re there, 
would you find some of the women trained a 
couple of years ago in a new curriculum called 
Women’s Cycle of Life? Ask them if anything 
has changed in their lives.” 

That sounded like a straightforward task. I’d 
heard stories of change before. So I was totally 
blown away by the extraordinary power of the 

Madelle Payne, MAI’s Vice President of Ministries

15
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about learning how to pray, how to avoid gossip 
and how to be good wives, as they studied 
the lives of biblical women. They strove to 
be beautiful, inside and out, because they are 
daughters of the King. (Their culture had taught 
them it was a sign of infidelity if a woman sought 
to be clean and pretty.)

Every single one told me how transformational 
the lesson on personal hygiene had been for them. 
They described learning to love difficult husbands, 
learning to forgive with God’s strength, and 
learning about their bodies, wonderfully made by 
God. One woman commented after the lessons on 
anatomy and childbirth, “For the first time in my 
life, I am glad to be a woman!” 

For me, one of the best parts was seeing 
transformation in women who had not attended 
those original trainings, but whose friends had 
shared these lessons that had so changed their own 
lives. In the first year after the WCL trainings in 
Ethiopia, the initial group of forty women had 
taught at least one lesson to 1,678 other women! 

Around the world there is an increasing call for 
someone to come and teach WCL to groups who 
are already using the CHE strategy. To meet this 
demand, Medical Ambassadors has recruited a 
new person to lead this key outreach to women, 
replacing the former coordinator, Marcia Nayak. 

Because of her involvement with creative access 
countries, I will not be able to give you the name of 
our new staff member. But let me introduce you to 
“PH.” This wonderful woman spent a few years on 
staff with Medical Ambassadors in the mid-2000s. 
In the spring of 2016 she rejoined the mission in 
the role of International Coordinator for Women’s 
Health, retiring early from a career as a nurse-
midwife in the States. 

PH is not your ordinary nurse. For years she has 
regularly traveled to a difficult, closed country 
to teach women there.  She developed a program 
based on material from the American College of 
Nurse-Midwives, basically teaching first-aid for 
childbirth. In a country with little medical care, 
and where a woman cannot be attended by a male 
physician, this training continues to spread and 
has saved literally countless lives of mothers and 
babies. 

As she begins her work with WCL, PH is paying 
attention to the cry of women requesting that their 
husbands also receive this knowledge from the 
Bible and from science. “If you don’t teach our 
husbands,” one woman commented, “it’ll be like 
clapping with one hand.” There are several places in 
the world in which this program is officially called 
“Family Cycle of Life” and includes men from the 
beginning of the training. And there is a parallel 
curriculum for men in the pilot stage, called “Men 
Matter.” PH will seek to strengthen these efforts.

So welcome PH with us! She has a deep love for 
women. Ask God to take that offering of love and 
use it to bless women and their families around the 
world. 
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meet zambia's  CHE COORDINATOR
Lovemore Zulu

Lovemore Zulu is the National 
Community Health Evangelism (CHE) 
Coordinator of CHEZA (Community 
Health Evangelism in Zambia). Before 
his work with CHE, Lovemore earned 
a diploma in journalism and has 
worked as a journalist and translator. 
He furthered his studies in Public 
Health and Theology. He is on the 
pastoral staff of Grace Ministries 
Missions International in Lusaka.

Lovemore accepted Christ in 
1993. Then in 1999, he became a 
CHE Trainer after being trained 
by Assemblies of God (AOG) 
missionaries. 

Since the first CHE ministry was 
established in Liteta in 1999, CHE 
has expanded to over 250 active 
CHE ministries in all 10 provinces. 

As the CHE ministry 
grew it was recognized 
that CHE needed 
to shift from an 
internationally led 
AOG program, to an indigenous, 
Zambian-led ministry. In 2005 the 
non-profit ministry called CHEZA 
was established to train and equip 
Zambians to implement the CHE 
wholistic ministry strategy.
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CHEZA is led by the CHEZA 
Committee, made up of Lovemore 
(the National Coordinator) and 
representatives from national, 
provincial, and district CHE Trainers. 
Currently there are over 30 national 
and international organizations that 
have been trained by CHEZA and are 
implementing the CHE strategy in 
Zambia. 

There are approximately 1,000 CHE 
Trainers equipping over 800 CHE 
community leaders (local CHE 
committee members) who oversee 

close to 4000 local CHE volunteers, 
called Community Health Evangelists. 
These volunteers visit over 26,500 
homes providing both physical and 
spiritual ministry to over 187,000 
people a minimum of once a week. 

At the initiative of local communities, 
CHEZA members through Zambia 
have facilitated numerous community 
projects that have included nutrition, 
gardening, latrine construction, 
providing and protecting water 
sources, malaria prevention, maternal 
and child health, appropriate 
technology, evangelism, Christian 
literature distribution, Children’s CHE, 
and church planting! 

Just in the past year, after Lovemore's 
team met with religious and 
community leaders in two separate 

Muslim communities. Their 
message was received with 
joy and many have begun 
working for change in their 
own place.

Lovemore and CHEZA 
desire to equip the Church 
throughout Zambia with 
CHE and the tools to 
effectively fulfill the Great 
Commission of making 
disciples to obey all Christ 
has commanded. 

Lovemore and his wife Mavis have 
been married for seven years and have 
two beautiful children, son Dalitso and 
daughter Maya, and live in Lusaka, 
Zambia.

Country:
Zambia

Active in CHE since: 
1999

CHE Communities: 
260

Active Trainers:           
1,022

Active CHE Volunteers: 
3,925

Active Committee 
Members: 825

CHE weekly home visits: 
26,500

Other organizations 
trained: 30

Churches planted: 2

Highlights in past year:

Invitation to have 

Children’s 
CHE clubs in many 
public schools 

one CHE community 

awarded 
“cleanest” village—

the government even gifted 
them with a well
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a priceless 
experience



21

Carla Davis, CHE Coordinator, Central Asia 

God designed us to travel the roads of life together. We are the body of Christ with different 
gifts. He builds teams so they can learn from each other and together glorify him as they love 
and serve others. 

I have the privilege of working in Central Asia, one of the most beautiful and least-known 
areas of the world. I encourage local ministries as they apply the Community Health 
Evangelism (CHE) strategy in their places. God has blessed and opened many doors through 
CHE. Individuals and communities are changing in their worldview. These communities are 
changing the course of their lives. We see God in action. 

I have shared with friends over the years about this ministry. They have responded to God’s 
promptings by praying and supporting. Some friends have shared “I’d like to go with you 
sometime.” So when one of our partner ministries invited me to lead some CHE trainings 
called Salt and Light and Women’s Cycle of Life, I invited these friends to help. Eight women 
stepped forward to go. They prepared themselves by attending a CHE training and preparing 
lessons. They recruited prayer partners. Our meetings with each other were through conference 
calls, and we met for the first time together on the long journey to Central Asia. 

God knitted us together from the beginning. It takes an open spirit to make friends with others. 
We faced some challenges. One woman was harassed on the very first night and was shaken by 
this experience. Another team member came down with a virulent flu. We felt the challenges 
of travel and jet lag. Language was not easy as English is not prevalent. 

The biggest impact to each member came as they heard stories from the women in Central 
Asia and prayed for God to intervene in very difficult situations. 

One of the team members, Nancy, shared her experience. 

“One woman I prayed with shared her experiences of beatings at the hands of a stepfather, the 
physical and mental abuse of a husband, the death of a 10-day-old child, the rejection of her 
own family after she left her husband to seek protection, and the ridicule by her new neighbors 
because she is a believer. As she wept while telling her story, she kept asking God, ‘Why, why 
is this happening?’ I could only assure her that God has a great plan for her life, and although 
she may never know why all these things have happened to her, he would be able to use her 
experiences to glorify him.” 

How I wished for more time with her and the other women to strengthen our relationships 
and their commitment to follow Jesus regardless of the cost. So many have given up so much 
already to follow him. 

The trip gave me a renewed sense of how God is working in Central Asia. It helped me to pray 
more effectively for believers who are facing huge challenges. 

This experience... priceless.” 
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HL: Tell us briefly about MACA. 

JT:  MACA stands for Medical Ambassadors of 
Canada Association and came about because of 
a marriage.

HL: That’s unique; please explain.

JT:  Medical Ambassadors International (MAI) 
has been active throughout the world for 

decades, but it wasn’t until 
MAI Coordinator Bibiana 
Eliana Pinto fell in love 
with East-Coast Canadian 
Alexander Mac Leod that 
MACA was birthed. They 
settled in Alex’s home in 
Louisburg, Nova Scotia, 
while continuing their 
ministry in the Caribbean 
and South America. They 
established a charitable 
organization to help raise 
funds to support their work. 

HL: I understand that became more 
complicated in the mid-2000s.

JT: Yes, in 2006 the Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA is equivalent to the U.S. IRS) imposed 
guidelines and policies regarding charitable 
organizations to bring greater accountability 
and compliance, including governance policies 
guided by a Board of Directors.

Jan is the leader of MACA, Medical Ambassadors Canada, located in the province of Alberta. She is a 
delightful and interesting person with an inquisitive mind and cheery outlook on life. Jan attended MAI’s 
annual International Council meeting this past May, giving MAI the perfect opportunity to interview her 
and get to know her better.

HL: How did this affect MACA?

JT:  It was actually a wonderful opportunity. 
A handful of professionals from London, 
Ontario, brought MACA into compliance with 
CRA. They helped create a vision that would 
allow MACA to expand its influence to include 
Canadians and other existing MAI Coordinators 
practicing Community Health Evangelism 
(CHE).

HL: Did that impact MACA’s 
growth?

JT:  Yes, individuals across Canada voiced 
their desire to be involved with MACA. Those 
who had previous international experience or a 
desire to live and work internationally now had a 
CHE platform. From one Regional Coordinator 
MACA has grown to support four Regional 
Coordinators and an expanding number of 
programs around the world.  

HL: How did you and your husband, 
John, get involved?

JT: John and I became acquainted with CHE in 
Papua New Guinea over 35 years ago through 
our dear friends Bill and Sharon Bieber, MAI’s 
Regional Coordinators for Southeast Asia & 
West Pacific. Both Bill and John were involved 
with the development of medical services. It 
was evident that a preventive—not curative—
strategy was necessary for this country to 
develop. CHE was the obvious platform! John’s 
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skills as a physician with extensive Public 
Health and Emergency Medicine experience 
are a good introduction in developing areas. 
As a management accountant I offer my 
administrative skills to the management of 
MACA. It is a continuous journey; we are 
learning more each year and are thankful for 
the opportunity to serve. We work with the best 
people we have ever met!

HL: Our theme for this issue of 
Healing Lives is better together. Has 
partnering with MAI been a benefit 
to MACA? I can say from the MAI 
side it is an enormous blessing.

JT: For the past seven years, MACA has 
appreciated the support of MAI at our annual 
General Meetings. It is always wonderful to 
welcome the President, Vice President, and 
Global Coordinator into our meetings where 
many of our policies are formed. This past year, 
I was invited to attend MAI’s International 
Council held in California. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to meet with old friends and meet 
new ones. Everyone spoke the language of CHE! 
The desire to build on CHE Core Values was 
evident in every coordinator from all over the 
world. This was a chance to further understand 
the culture and growth of CHE within MAI, and 
to help develop opportunities that bring growth 
to Canadian operatives as well.

HL: What’s next for MACA?

JT: MACA faces many of the same challenges 
as other charitable organizations: succession 
planning, communicating well with the donor 
base, adequate support for coordinators, 
encouraging international partners, and creating 
Canadian initiatives. We continue to learn the 
answers as we proceed. 

One challenge we have is melding our passion 
for CHE into our neighborhoods at home. 
Coordinators spend about half the year in 
their home countries raising funds, organizing 
programs for their return visits, and responding 
to their ever-expanding base of CHE workers in 
their regions. Yet, they are here in Canada, living 
and working in their home communities. They 
just can’t “turn off the CHE switch.” Therefore, 
Abundant Communities (AC) is a new MACA 
program that provides a platform for our 
coordinators to continue practicing CHE while 
in Canada. AC uses Asset-Based Community 
Development to strengthen communities in 
urban areas. This is a well recognized CHE tool 
for working in communities anywhere.

We are thankful for our strong relationship with 
Medical Ambassadors International. The Board 
of Directors of MAI offers encouragement and 
has been an amazing resource for MACA. We 
look forward to the future together – whatever it 
may hold.

Learn more about MACA at: www.MEDambassadors.com
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save a baby
and you save a 
family...

a community
January 15, 2017 is 

National Sanctity 
of Human Life Day.

Join us as we focus on 
the value of children, 
women, and families 

around the world.

Want to learn how 
you can be involved? 
You can make a 

difference. 
Contact us today at 
info@med-amb.org.




