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When chunks of space rock come hurtling through the 
earth’s atmosphere, a fireball smashes into the ground at 
a velocity between seven and twelve miles per second. 
These solid pieces of destructive space debris are called 
meteorites. 

A meteorite does not have to be large to make a great 
impact – the Barringer Crater in Arizona, has a diameter 
of almost a mile and was made by a chunk of space rock 
about 35 to 52 yards wide. 

As with meteorites, so is the impact Medical Ambassadors 
is making to transform communities and heal lives. On 
pages 8-9 you will learn about how our frontline servants 
are showing love to their neighbors in Africa from the 
firsthand account of one of MAI’s Board members, Steve 

Belton. On pages 14-16 can be found an interview with Stan 
Rowland, the father of Community Health Evangelism, the 
strategy that has made a meteoric impression on the world. 
The story on pages 6-7 tells about the evidence of God’s 
power in South America and the Caribbean through the eyes 
of our Regional Coordinator Bibiana Mac Leod. 

Then there is your impact. God’s faithful support along with 
your regular gifts, allow MAI’s frontline servants to make 
lasting results a reality. They speak the language. They have 
formed relationships through the years. They have all the 
CHE tools at their disposal. They are your hands and feet 
around the world serving in the name of Jesus. 

Aerial view of Arizona Meteor Crater, September 2010, 
photograph, Wikipedia, Shane Torgerson

3

Denise Locker, Editor

from the editor
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John Payne, M.D., President, Medical Ambassadors International

Measuring Results 
of Community Health Evangelism
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 l l l l l l l l l l l l

I am willing to help my neighbor
l
I am willing to help my neighbor

 l l l l l l
I am willing to help my neighbor

l
I am willing to help my neighbor

 l l l l l l
I am willing to help my neighbor

l
I am willing to help my neighbor

 l l l l l l
I am willing to help my neighbor

l
I am willing to help my neighbor

 l l l l l l
I am willing to help my neighbor

l
I am willing to help my neighbor

 l l l l l  l l l l l 

HL Summer 2016 printer draft.indd   4 4/26/2016   10:07:25 PM



5

For me to talk about measuring the results of Community 
Health Evangelism (CHE) is perhaps unfair. Missions 
measure what they do for two reasons:

1. So they can do it better.

2. To show potential donors they are worthy of support. 
(read: “More worthy than others asking for support.”)

I fully support reason #1, but #2 is problematic. 

First, I am biased in my opinion that Medical 
Ambassadors is unusually worthy of support. (I am, 
after all, the president of the organization!) However, 
MAI did release two of our key staff to form the Global 
CHE network (see page 17). Now people representing 
over 650 other missions and organizations have asked 
to be trained in CHE. They have seen how CHE can cut 
infant mortality and malnutrition in half while having a 
spiritual impact that is unusually powerful. Consequently, 
there are many missions implementing this exceptionally 
effective strategy, and thus worthy of support. 

Second, MAI directly pays approximately 200 nationals 
worldwide. Many people decide which mission is 
worthy of support based on productivity: how much 
work is accomplished per dollar spent. Our 200 paid 
workers supervise/train/inspire 60,000 volunteers all 
over the world who implement the work in their own 
communities. So of course, MAI’s output is tremendous. 
Therefore, comparing missions that pay all their workers 
with MAI, which is based on volunteerism, is like 
comparing apples with oranges. 

Third, MAI’s productivity is much higher in places open 
to the Gospel, just like other missions. A good result in a 
creative access country is much different from that in a 
receptive country. Results of CHE depend on where you 
measure them. Interestingly, many of the missions who 
have asked for CHE training work in places where results 
come slowly. 

Finally, God measures MAI’s success by our obedience, 
not by our productivity. Ultimately, we all concede that 
God is the best evaluator of our obedience.

So, let me focus on #1- Measuring results so MAI can do 
even better.

In order for volunteers to continue their work, they have 
to be convinced they are making a significant difference. 
Therefore, instead of my telling local people what to 
measure, I have to ask them. 

Let me replay a recent conversation one of MAI’s staff 
had with a volunteer. 

MAI staff: “How do you think CHE is making life better 
in your community?”

Volunteer: “Our children used to be sick all the time, 
and we had no money for school fees. All that is 
different now. My wife used to complain about me all 
the time. Now she is helping me, and praising me to our 
neighbors.” 

MAI staff: “As you look at good changes in your village, 
are more of them spiritual or physical?”

Volunteer: “Certainly both! We used to be afraid of 
evil spirits. Now we know Jesus is much stronger than 
demons. I used to have no hope, and I ignored the needs 
of my neighbor. Now Jesus gives me so much hope I am 
willing to help my neighbor, who has come to love Jesus, 
too. We are praying and studying the Bible together and 
inviting others to join us.” 

MAI staff: “What do you think would happen if CHE 
only focused on making things better physically?”

Volunteer: “I think I would just focus on myself, and not 
care about my neighbor at all.” 

MAI staff: “You have certainly convinced me. Let’s talk 
to your CHE committee to see how they want to keep 
track of the new things that are important to you.”

How can we measure results? The bottom line is that 
lives are changed, and neighbors are sharing these 
changes with those around them, thus changing their 
whole communities for the better. 

 l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l
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meet our REGIONAL COORDINATOR
Dr. Bibiana Mac Leod

My missionary life started the day 
I landed in Haiti back in 1989 as a 
young independent Argentine Medical 
Doctor, who wanted to serve God 
among the poor. 

Soon enough I realized I had little to 
offer to a country with a rich history 
of spiritual slavery, disease, poverty, 
and literally thousands of other 
missionaries that preceded me in the 
past 100 years. 

What was I thinking? The hospital 
where I initially worked was loaded 
with suffering people, to the point 
of having to select the sicker ones to 
be seen each day. Then, as I moved 
to a more remote area to work in 
an outpatient clinic with a staff of 
fourteen people seeing 1200 patients 
a month, the growing stream of 
patients made me wonder if this was 
the most effective way to serve them. 
Children coming time and again with 

the same preventable 
diseases showed clearly 
our failure to provoke 
permanent changes.

So, when I was presented 
with Community Health Evangelism 
(CHE) as an alternative for ministry, 
offering a way to integrate my 
faith and profession, I immediately 
responded to God’s invitation to do 
things differently. 

Dr. Bibiana Mac Leod, Regional Coordinator for South America and Caribbean
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We went into the communities and 
talked with the leaders. After many 
years of praying, training, facilitation, 
and friendship, Jesus was welcomed 
by the villagers. He transformed their 
lives and relationships, breaking out of 
the walls of their churches and Sunday 
services. 

I was excited to see nationals taking 
over leadership at the country level. 
Our family moved to the Dominican 
Republic and visited Cuba. Here, 
too, the ministry was adapted 
and grew through rural villages, 

shantytowns, and later into middle-
class neighborhoods. In some areas 
CHE expanded through cell groups; 
in others it included children, women, 
and groups of entrepreneurs. 

Today my husband Alexander and 
I serve as Regional Coordinators in 
eight countries of South America 
and the Caribbean. God has 
raised up nationals to continue the 
work, showing them evidence of 
transformation in their areas. 

Stories are shared of witch doctors 
coming to Christ, family relationships 
being restored, home gardens planted 
and producing, and pregnant women 
being cared for by neighbors that teach 
them how to prevent complications. 
Cholera is being eliminated from 

villages, and 
projects are 
accomplished with 
local resources 
and saving groups 
using local money. 
All these are 
evidences of a 
powerful God who 
rejoices in those 
who welcome him 
into their lives and 
communities. 

We count it 
a privilege to 

experience what is happening in 
these countries and realize the bigger 
picture of how God is on the move 
to establish his Kingdom among his 
people.

During a trip to Haiti Dr. Bibiana 
Mac Leod, was reunited with 
Rose Guerlande. In 2009 this little 
girl had a congenital heart defect 
and was found to need multiple 
surgeries. Thanks to the CHE 
team in Santiago, she was able to 
relocate to the Dominican Republic 
for the needed surgeries, and has 
been restored to complete health. 
Rose is now 14 years-old, and she 
is delighted to be healthy and back 
home after a long process. She is 
a great example of what happens 
when specific needs in a village 
are met by a network of dedicated 
servants. Praise God!

Bibiana and Alexander with two of their children, Kyle and David
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Dr. Steve Belton, MAI Board Vice-Chair 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God.”  

This wonderful verse came to mind as I flew home from 
Africa recently. It was a devotional text used during a 
prior mission trip to Ethiopia in 2007. There I fell in love 
with Community Health Evangelism (CHE) as a method 
of reaching communities with both physical and spiritual 
health. Now, returning from Eastern and Southern Africa, 
I found myself once again thanking God for raising up 
good and faithful servants who loved their countrymen 
and one another because they knew that God first loved 
them. 

MAI's East Africa Regional Coordinators Tirus and 
Winnie Githaka introduced me to CHE flourishing in 
communities in Nairobi, Kenya, in spite of unimaginable 
poverty. Kevin and Erica Pippert, MAI's Southern 
Africa Regional Coordinators, in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, showed me how they network with dozens of 
organizations who run CHE programs. I met many 
of God’s workers who have given their lives to this 
Kingdom work of CHE, impacting individuals and 
communities.

Aaron was one: an energetic, enthusiastic young man 
from Zimbabwe with a million-dollar smile and a firm 
handshake. He knew one thing for sure: despite his 
youthful 24 years, his own brokenness and lack of self-
confidence, with God he could accomplish much. So 
there he was in Johannesburg to learn and be mentored 
and pray with brothers and sisters, all so he could return 
home and effectively bring healing and health to the 
people of Zimbabwe.

one anotherone another
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Tirus drove me to a new project an hour outside of Nairobi. 
The village had no paved roads. We walked for half an hour 
up a dusty, rocky trail shared by goats and sheep to visit 
one of the families that had completed the five steps in the 
“Healthy Home” project. I knew we had arrived when we 
sighted a well-kept, raked and clean yard. We were warmly 
greeted by Dominic and Agnes, who proudly showed us the 
results of their project: clean water in a barrel, a Tippee-Tap 
for hand washing after using the latrine, a drying rack to 
sanitize dishes in the sun, a small kitchen garden, and the 
daily sharing of a meal and prayers as a family. 

I heard other wonderful stories and testimonies of God’s 
goodness through CHE. In Malawi, a village chief said, “I 
never knew where malaria came from, so was never able to 
defeat it. I pointed the finger at people for spreading malaria 
to my family like a disease. I am not the same. We now sleep 
under nets and have cleaned our property to stop mosquitoes 
breeding.” 

After a CHE training, Faith said, “I have been facing 
challenges from my husband as he has been beating me 
many times and not taking his share of responsibility for our 
family. I was buying charms from the witch doctor with a 
motive to make him love me. Then I met Rhodess and told 
her my story. She introduced me to the One who makes 
people love. He is Jesus, and now I know where love comes 
from.” 

God loves people all over the globe. He uses regular folks 
with great big servant hearts like Aaron and Rhodess, 
thousands of other MAI staff and volunteers at home and 
abroad, and generous givers that make the work possible. 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for first loving each and every one of 
us and teaching us how to love others!

opposite page
top Steve Belton with Tirus and Winnie Githaka and their 
boys. middle Kevin and Erica Pippert with Steve Belton. 
bottom Aaron's million-dollar smile

this page
top Dominic and Agnes proudly display their healthy 
home. middle Dish drying rack. bottom Attendees of the 
Regional Council in Southern Africa
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meet our AREA COORDINATORS
Marco and Vilma Quispe

MAI’s leadership team in the South 
America & Caribbean region includes 
Area Coordinators Marco and Vilma 
Quispe.

As a very young man, Marco 
Quispe from Peru felt called to be a 
missionary. After graduating from 
Bible school he and his new wife, 
Vilma, joined a mission group and 
began to work hard in evangelistic 
efforts. In time, however, they began to 

question whether their work shouldn’t 
also address the poverty, disease, and 
broken relationships they saw around 
them. But they didn’t know how to do 
that.

Then Marco’s mission sent him to 
a seminar about Community Health 
Evangelism (CHE). He came home 
and excitedly told Vilma that he’d just 
found the tools to reach people in a 
wholistic way. Their mission, however, 

was not supportive of 
this new method and 
eventually Marco and 
Vilma left that group 
and went to work in 
the city of Trujillo. The slums were 
desperate and often violent places, as 
they immediately found out.

During their first weeks in the Trujillo 
slum, they often went out as a family, 
meeting people and beginning to 

Madelle Payne, MAI’s Vice President of Ministries & Interim WCL International Coordinator
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assess the needs and resources in that 
place. One day several men accosted 
them—at gunpoint—and demanded 
their money. Marco’s first thought 
was for his two small daughters and 
his wife, standing there. A bystander 
yelled, chased off the attackers and 
commiserated with Marco, “We know 
those bad guys. They are addicts who 
always need money for their drug 
habits. Don’t pay attention to them.” 

But Marco and Vilma were shaken. 
They faced a choice. Should they 

move their family to a safer place and 
do ministry elsewhere? Or should they 
stay in Trujillo despite the danger? 
They decided God had called them to 
this place and chose to stay. 

Today, five years later, God has 
brought many changes to that slum 
in Trujillo. Because so many people 
have come to know Christ, a new 

church has been planted under Marco’s 
leadership. Out of its own meager 
resources, the congregation has built a 
church building and has discovered the 

joy of achieving 
a huge goal with 
its own efforts. 
Crime and drug or 
alcohol addiction 
have decreased in 
their neighborhood. 
Under Vilma’s 
encouragement, 
children have 
organized into 
CHE clubs and are 
visiting other kids’ 
homes to share 
the lessons they 

have learned—from personal care and 
hygiene, to respecting and obeying 
their parents, to knowing and loving 
Jesus. 

Marco’s influence has grown. He is 
sought after in Peru to teach other 
groups or missions how to use CHE. 
His passion for Bible storying to use 

with oral learners has brought a new 
tool for spiritual ministry to CHE 
practitioners across South America. 

Amid all this success, Marco and 
Vilma have struggled financially. 
For several years Marco worked as a 
part-time taxi driver to help support 
his family. Recently, however, because 
the missionary work has expanded so 
much, they have decided to trust God 
to provide for their entire need, and 
Marco has quit his taxi business. Join 
us in praying for God’s provision for 
this key couple. And praise God with 
us for raising up such capable CHE 
leaders!

Marco and Vilma were shaken...       
should they move their family             

to a safer place?
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FIELD NOTES
Regional Coordinators Tirus & 
Winnie Githaka, East Africa

WCL Trainer Sharon Abebe, Ethiopia 

“During a WCL training in Gambella, I shared a 
Bible story with the women to raise their awareness 
of their true value and worth. They do not need 
authority or acclaim to be valuable, but the desire 
to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading and be the hands 
and feet of Jesus.” 

The Bible story was about the six women who were 
instrumental in the life of Moses. Moses was a great 
man, but it took these six women’s participation 
in his life for him to perform his life’s work. Two 
midwives obeyed God and saved the male babies 
that Pharaoh wanted to annihilate. Moses’ mother 
trusted God and hid her baby. Moses’ sister watched 
over the safety of her brother. Pharaoh’s daughter 
loved baby Moses and taught him the ways of a 
ruler. Zipporah, Moses’ wife, supported her husband 
and bore his sons. Without these women, Moses 
would not have survived or thrived. Each was 
valuable and important to his growth and work.

The WCL participants had their eyes opened 
through this story. They learned in their hearts that 
they are special and unique in whatever capacity the 
Lord chooses to use them.

Regional Coordinator DJ, Northern Creative 
Access Nations

The Story of Brother Shu, China

As the CHE workers entered the home of brother Shu, they immediately 
saw that his neat and orderly home was different from others in this 
very poor community. He looked peaceful as he told them his story, 
even though he was almost blind. 

In 1956 he was imprisoned for 20 years because he revealed the truth 
about the government’s imposing economic reform on the people 
through a false movement. When he regained his freedom, there was 
nowhere that people would accept him but this poor village. Even 
here he was ostracized. He married a woman who was 
also rejected due to her singleness at a late age. Their only 
income was from odd jobs she could find. As he told his 
story, the CHE workers felt strongly moved by the Holy 
Spirit to expose their Christian identity. Brother Shu erupted 
in tears. Crying and shaking their hands, he said excitedly, “I 
am a Christian too!” He had come to faith in 1950, and only 
Jesus’ faithfulness brought him through the years in prison 
and the abandonment by the government, society, friends 
and family. He began singing hymns, his face lit with joy. 
It had been almost 60 years since he had met with fellow 
Christians. The CHE workers could not stop their tears as 
they heard how God had been so faithful to Brother Shu. 

A Bible study has begun in Brother Shu’s house, and the 
CHEs hope this will be the first church in the area.
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We pray for His 
kingdom to come!”Regional Coordinator Dayo Obaweya

CHE Facilitators Daihwan & Kathy Song, 
Ghana

Recently, we experienced the ongoing spiritual battle in 
a tangible way. Aside from the daily struggles here on 
the frontlines of Africa, Satan showed up to fight with 
something more real than we have ever experienced—
STONES! We were sitting quietly one day in the living 
room when we heard a loud crash coming from our 
bedroom. The sound sent a shiver down our spines. Upon 
entering our room, we witnessed Satan’s crime scene. There 
lay a foreign looking rock broken in pieces. Diligently 
surveying the room for any possible way the rock (the size 
of a fist) could have entered the room, we found no place 
it could have entered by human means. Then, quickly we 
remembered the many stories from other Christians and 
even a seminary professor/former missionary describing 
how Satan tried to throw stones at them. 

The spiritual war is real. There is testimony to Satan’s 
schemes at every turn. We feel the battle has reached 
another level. Yet, we rejoice! Again, we proclaim 
something good is about to happen because Satan is going 
to great efforts to show himself and find ways to knock us 
down. We just reply by saying, “God is faithful and nothing 
will stop his faithfulness to protect us; we pray for his 
Kingdom to come!”

Area Coordinator Daniel Kpowbie, 
French West Africa

In an Islamic region of French West Africa, an Imam 
(Islamic leader) and one of his disciples came to Christ 
as the result of the development work of a CHE Team.  
When the team introduced a CHE program there, the 
committee decided they should dig a well. There was no 
potable water, only a filthy pond. It was a very ambitious 
project, but they were determined to solve the water 
problem. 

Using only the hand tools they had, everyone in the 
village, men and women, worked to dig a pit. After 
weeks of hard work (they had to dig through rock) they 
finally found water—clear, clean life-giving water.  
Without a single penny from outside the community, 
they contributed money from the sales of their farm 
produce and bought the needed cement. Local masons 
built the outside structure. Today they are a happy and 
proud village because they worked together on a project 
they all owned and have the result of life-giving water. 
Through this project and the way it was handled, the 
Imam and his disciples found hope and faith in Christ.
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HL: What is your background and 
why did you go into missions work?

Stan: I’m a businessman by background. I spent 
almost 20 years in business. I was trained in 
economics and psychology.

I became a Christian at the age of 26 and 
realized there was more to life, so I spent some 
time in seminary at nights while I continued to 
work. My wife, Rose, and I were living in Park 
City, UT, attending a small church that needed 
an interim pastor. I took it on, and because 
of that I got involved with Campus Crusade 
in Utah, heading up a fund-raising campaign 
entitled, “Here’s Life Utah.” When the campaign 
was successfully finished, Rose and I were 
invited by Campus Crusade in Arrowhead 
Springs, California, to attend an executive 
seminar. That was February of 1977. At the 

Stan never wants to talk about the past. He is a let’s-keep-moving-forward kind of guy; learn from the past, 
but go forward. This interview was a rare opportunity to listen to this man, who is considered to be the father 
of Community Health Evangelism, talk about how it all got started and how he is moving forward now.

time Crusade had a ministry called the Agape 
Movement, which was like a Christian Peace 
Corp. God clearly told me, “You’re going to 
go into this.” Rose said yes, and thankfully the 
church now had a pastor. We joined the staff of 
Crusade in June 1977.

HL: How did CHE get started?

Stan: My first job with Crusade was to find 
places to use people from various occupations. 
Since I had started and managed a health care 
management company for seven years and 
was certified in Public Health, Bill Bright, 
the founder and president of Crusade at that 
time, had a vision for a medical mission that 
emphasized preventive medicine along with a 
spiritual element. He asked me to put a program 
together. 

[

[

an interview with Stan Rowland
Denise Locker, Healing Lives Editor

[

Stan and Rose

HL: Where did the name 
Community Health 
Evangelism come from?

Stan: We called it CHE because 
we wanted to identify that it 
involved communities and health 
issues. That word health was a 
problem because most people 
think curative; but it’s not—it’s 
preventative. Then we chose the 
word evangelism because we 
wanted to be "in your face" about 
our purpose. 
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HL: How did CHE develop? 

Stan: In 1980 Rose and I moved to Uganda 
where CHE started. In order to expand the new 
program across Africa, we relocated to Nairobi, 
Kenya, in 1985. As soon as people heard what 
we were doing, they wanted us to train them. 
We held 85-90 trainings on 15 Crusade sites. 
An additional 80 other groups and organizations 
were trained and started doing CHE. 

HL: How did CHE become 
connected with Medical Ambassadors 
International?

Stan: In 1989 Crusade had plans to drop the 
Agape Movement. It was also in 1989 when Paul 
Calhoun, the president of MAI, came to Africa 
and saw CHE in several African locations. What 
MAI had been doing was creating clinics, raising 
up doctors, and moving them to rural areas. 
Not only was this a major financial investment, 
but the doctors were frustrated. They saw up to 
150 patients a day with no time to do anything 
for them spiritually. Paul wanted to include 
prevention and community development as a 
part of what MAI was doing. So when he heard 
Crusade was dropping Agape, he approached 
me. 

Dick Swanson was working at MAI as 
Administrator in those years. He said, “MAI 
is a mission looking for a strategy and Stan 

[

[

is a strategy looking for a mission.” So in June 
1990 I joined MAI, and Rose and I moved to 
Modesto, CA. At MAI I started working with 
eight countries in Africa, conducting trainings 
with MAI field staff. I reached out to guys I had 
worked with across Africa and brought them into 
the fold of MAI. For the first three years the focus 
was Africa. From 1990 through 1995 CHE spread 
through Africa and then into India—Darjeeling 
and Dehra Dun. From there it spread wildly 
around the world. 

HL: What have you been doing in the 
last 10 years and how does that relate 
to CHE?

Stan: In 2005 I stepped out of the position of 
MAI’s International Coordinator, and Rose and 
I moved to Arizona where our daughter and 
grandchildren live. I wanted to look at new things. 
How could we adapt what we had been doing with 
CHE into the U.S.? That’s where Neighborhood 
Transformation (NT) came in. 

HL: How is NT different from CHE?

Stan: The need in the United States is not with 
rural poor, but with the urban poor. An entire city 
is too big to build a CHE program; it has to be 
broken up into smaller workable pieces. Every city 
is really defined by many small neighborhoods. 

Continue reading the interview on page 16

[ [
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Continued from page 15

The major difference between CHE and NT 
is how urban CHE workers get to know their 
neighbors. I discovered you have to help people 
create a community first. Overseas, we just try to 
get into a community, because they are already 
established and people know and trust each 
other. 

But in the U.S. people commute from all over 
the area to attend a specific church. Churches in 
the cities are no longer neighborhood churches 
like they once were. With NT, where a person 
lives is where they learn to deal with societal 
issues. But people do not know each other in 
their neighborhoods.

HL: How did you get started with 
Neighborhood Transformation? 

Stan: For the first three years we did research 
– trial and error. The difficulty was that people 
move, maybe not out of a city, but within a city. 
Also, Americans don’t know their neighbors. 
Americans are independent; they do what they 
want and don’t choose to know each other. 

It was slow getting started because of these 
issues. I found cities where people had been 
overseas and knew about CHE. They understood 
the process and concepts. We 
also raised up churches that were 
dissatisfied in what was happening 
in their mercy ministries. Today, we 
have about 20 U.S. cities where we 
are developing relationships with 
individuals and churches that do 
trainings and coach attendees after 
choosing a neighborhood site. 

HL: Tell us about the CHE Network.

Stan: We worked for eight years with groups, 
encouraging them to take more responsibility 
and ownership for the growing CHE movement 
instead of just relying on MAI. Agencies didn’t 
feel the need. They said, “No, you’re doing a 
good job.” We realized we had to do something 
different, so we started a network. In 2008 we 
decided the best way to foster this was through 
the creation of the Global CHE Network (GCN) 
as a new flat network structure. The Alliance for 
Transformational Ministry was formed as the 
umbrella non-profit organization under which 
GCN and NT operate.

HL: What’s the bottom line, Stan?

Stan: Campus Crusade freely gave me the 
opportunity to do whatever I could do to develop 
Bill Bright’s vision. Paul Calhoun gave me total 
flexibility to do whatever I needed to do and 
totally backed me. I wasn’t locked into a box in 
either of these places. I would try something; 
if it failed, I would modify it. I would listen to 
people and learn what to do next. The key is 
to adapt and modify, always modify. CHE was 
accomplished through hundreds of thousands of 
people and organizations that learned to fit all 
the pieces together. To God be the glory. 

[[

[

Stan and Rose with their 
great-granddaughters, 

Keira and Callie.
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Medical Ambassadors International recognizes three former staff members with Lifetime Achievement Awards

Dr. Paul Calhoun was MAI’s 
president from 1988 – 2005. It was 
during his tenure the mission strategy 
was changed from helping the poor 
through clinics to transforming 
their lives through the strategy of 
Community Health Evangelism 
(CHE). Dr. Paul served as a volunteer, 
investing huge amounts of his time, 
talent, and resources. The mission 
expanded into 65 countries during 
these years. He brought into the MAI 
family faithful donors, who continue 
to pray and support the work. Also 
under his leadership, the mission 
was selected as the Best Christian 
Workplace in its category for three 
years running. He left a legacy which 
continues to represent the heart of 
MAI: No prayer…no results.  

Stan Rowland constructed the 
foundational building blocks of 
Community Health Evangelism. 
He spent ten years developing and 
implementing the CHE field strategy 
and many more sharing the principles 
with others. The result is that CHE has 
been established in over 100 countries, 
using hundreds of workers and 
thousands of volunteers. The myriads 
of people who have been wholistically 
changed and who have come to Christ 
cannot be counted. In the past eight 
years he has developed an urban model 
called Neighborhood Transformation, 
being used in the U.S. and other parts 
of the world. For Stan’s untiring work, 
we recognize his great service to the 
world’s vulnerable people. As Stan 
says: To God be the glory!

When Terry Dalrymple began 
working with MAI in 1997, he 
expressed his conviction that “to 
minister to the spiritual needs of a 
man and neglect his physical needs 
is to fail in our Christian duty.” Thus, 
the wholistic strategy of CHE became 
Terry’s consuming passion. Eleven 
years later, after hands-on work in 
the field and a stint as International 
Coordinator, MAI commissioned 
Terry to begin a member association 
to strengthen ministries and expand 
the CHE movement. Terry continues 
to accomplish this work faithfully and 
passionately through the Global CHE 
Network. We recognize his lifetime 
achievements as he honors God by 
assisting the CHE movement through 
many organizations.

LIFETIME

awards
chievementA
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meet our CHE VOLUNTEER
Leandro Lentini

Hola, my name is Leandro Lentini. I 
am writing to you on a hot December 
night (in South America we have our 
hottest months this time of the year), 
from the barrio of Florida, Vicente 
López district, in the province of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. I was born 
and raised in this neighborhood 39 
years ago, and I love it dearly. I met 
Jesus when I was 10 years old, and he 
became my Lord, my Savior and my 
Friend. 

He gave me the gift of a beautiful 
family; they are pillars and support in 
my service to him. Andy is my lovely 
wife, and we have two daughters. 
Ludmila is thirteen and has autism, 
and Bella is four. She is the prima 
donna of the household. 

We serve our local church through 
our service in the neighborhood. We 
have developed different activities 
there. Five years ago the Lord called 

us to use the strategy 
of Neighborhood 
Transformation 
[Community Health Evangelism 
that has been adapted for use in 
urban settings] in our community. 
What impressed me the most about 
the strategy was that it promotes 
the recovery of the old concept of 
neighborhood, where people knew 
each other, served each other and 
promoted the well-being of those 

MAI’s leadership team in the South America & Caribbean region includes CHE Volunteer Leandro Lentini.
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living close to them. Our motto 
is “to serve the community, in the 
community, with the community.” 

I work full time at an office far away 
from our neighborhood, from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. every day. However, I do 
not consider this a hindrance to serve 
with my family the One that makes 
us complete, looking for balance in 
each of our lives. We want to see our 
community transformed by the power 
of Jesus, and his Holy Spirit to be the 
channel of blessing to many who live 
today without hope. 

After an initial survey in the 
neighborhood, people have 
gotten involved. Members of our 
church started volunteering at the 
local hospital, local library and 
neighborhood association. A Jewish 
lady that likes storytelling participated 
in a celebration our church organized 

for children with their grandparents on 
Children’s Day. 

Our church leaders are now invited 
to city council meetings, and we are 
active members of the neighborhood 
association. 

The building our church purchased 
many years ago is being used for 
children’s activities in art, music and 
club meetings. The same building is 
used as a primary school by another 
local church, a university, and a 
kindergarten, with social involvement 

of students at different 
levels. Some of them have 
come to the Lord through 
the programs. Most recently, 
we opened a coffee shop 
to create another space for 
meeting people. 

We encourage you, too, to 
serve. Get involved in your 
own community, be part of 
them, commit yourself. Seek 
first to listen to God’s voice, 
the constant guide of the 

Holy Spirit, and to live with an open 
agenda. Wait for him and only him 
to write every page. The rest will be 
added as promised.  

Bendiciones (blessings), 

Leandro Lentini and family
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All 
Christian 
disciples 
have one 
thing in 
common, 
Nik 
Ripken 
says. As 
they carry 
the gospel 
across 
the ocean and across the street, 
persecution will become the norm for 
those who choose to follow Jesus. 

The Insanity of Obedience dares 
you—and prepares you—to cross the 
street and the oceans with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. But it will not 
be easy. Jesus tells us he is sending 
us out “like sheep among wolves.”

Ripken brings decades of ministry 
experience in some of the most 
persecuted areas of the world to 
bear on our understanding of faith in 
Jesus. The Insanity of Obedience is a 
call to roll up our sleeves . . . and to 
follow and partner with Jesus in the 
toughest places on this planet.

“We have the high privilege of 
answering Jesus’ call to go,” Ripken 
says. “But let us be clear about this: 
we go on his terms, not ours. If we 
go at all, we go as sheep among 
wolves.” These are the experiences of 
many of MAI’s CHE workers. 

THE INSANITY OF 
OBEDIENCE: Walking With 
Jesus in Tough Places
by Nik Ripken with Barry Stricker

book review

Bella, Andy, Leandro, and Ludmilla Lentini
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What happens when one of your most effective 
ideas doesn’t work in the present situation? 
At Medical Ambassadors we see the genius of 
teaching people to find solutions to their own 
problems, thus empowering them to deal with 
their own needs. 

But sometimes teaching people to help 
themselves simply doesn’t apply; the situation 
is too dire. What are we to do then? When is it 
appropriate to reach out and meet a need FOR 
someone, and when is that inappropriate? 

A mentor of ours, Gil Odendaal, pointed to a 
scriptural passage to answer that question. In 
Galatians 6 Paul seems to give contradicting 
directives. In verse 5 he says, “Each will have 
to carry his own load.” But prior to that in verse 
2, he states, “Bear one another’s burdens and so 
fulfill the law of Christ.”  Which is right? 

The Greek word for “load” in verse 5 refers to 
the military pack Roman foot soldiers had to 
carry—very heavy but manageable for a strong 
man. Verse 2 has a different Greek noun for the 
word “burden.” This time it means a crushing 
weight that is impossible for anyone to carry. 

It seems Paul is telling us to approach people in 
different ways, depending on the weight of their 
present circumstances.

Take the situation in which a friend of ours 
found himself. We knew this young man from 

a                to bear
our church in Nairobi, Kenya. He was married, 
had twin baby daughters, and had a decent job. 
One evening he showed up at our house in deep 
distress. We sat down over cups of hot tea to 
hear his story.

One little girl had been hospitalized, but had 
recovered and was ready to be discharged. 
However, her dad’s good job did not include 
insurance. He earned 
enough to pay the rent 
and feed his family, 
but not enough to pay 
for insurance or have 
anything much in a bank 
account. They lived month to month.

Our friend told us the hospital required that 
he pay what was (for him) an enormous sum 
before they would send his daughter home. And 
every day that passed kept adding to that bill!

This dear guy had gone to the pastor and had 
also talked to his small group. They had prayed 
with him…and contributed what they could. A 
start.

He went to his parents. Much of their farming 
income was drained by his mother’s chronic 
illness, but they were able to help him a little. 
He thought about asking his uncles, but they 
had long been estranged from his dad, and he 
didn’t have the stomach for the rebuff he knew 
would come from them, despite their wealth.

Madelle Payne, MAI’s Vice President of Ministries & Interim WCL International Coordinator

burden

           God's answer was clear to an    
    impossible situation that was
                    crushing this family
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As he poured out this story to us, he told us he 
and his wife weren’t eating well and couldn’t 
sleep because of the stress of the situation. He 
asked if we could help at all.

My husband and I left our friend drinking his 
tea in our living room and went into the back 
yard to ask God what we should do to help his 
desperate situation. God’s answer was clear, 

and we were able to help get his little girl out 
of the hospital. God had used a supportive 
community of his people to bring resolution to 
an impossible situation that was crushing this 
family.

There seems to be a lesson here for those of 
us who seek to help people in need. Most 
of the time, teaching them to heft their own 
load—to manage their own problems—is a 
commendable plan of action. Occasionally 
we do need to ask the questions: “Do these 
circumstances call for relief or development?” 
Or “Is this situation an overwhelming, crushing 
burden or a manageable load?”

How good of God to clarify 
the difference for us!

           God's answer was clear to an    
    impossible situation that was
                    crushing this family
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Victor Chen, Global CHE Coordinator

One of the great joys of our work is witnessing 
community stories of transformation. The interaction 
of individuals and families is a complex dynamic, but 
something amazing takes place when a community 
begins to experience the grace and power of Jesus 
collectively. As an organization that values effective 
monitoring and evaluation of our work, it is exciting 
when we have the opportunity for a rigorous third-
party evaluation to study what is happening through 
Community Health Evangelism (CHE). I’d like to share 
about a prominent study in MAI history that shows what 
can happen when Jesus enters a community. This is a 
story about the Democratic Republic of Congo.

In the early 1990’s, MAI began CHE work in the central 
part of Congo, then known as Zaire. By the mid-90’s 
many expatriate Christian workers had left the country 
because of increasing political tensions. In a 50-mile 
radius where CHE began, there were already two 
churches. By 1997, local MAI staff helped catalyze an 

encouraging growth of CHE work in 56 villages and the 
planting of some 40 churches. 

That same year, however, a violent civil war swept through 
the country. For the next four years MAI was able to 
provide little supervision, contact, or encouragement to 
local colleagues or communities. When our West Africa 
Field Coordinator was finally able to visit the communities 
in 2001, he found that not only had the CHE work in 
the 56 villages sustained itself, but it had doubled to 113 
villages! 

This remarkable story became the basis for the 
commissioning of Development Associates International 
and a consortium group to conduct an independent 
evaluation of Community Health Evangelism work in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

The evaluation team of Dr. James Engel, Dr. Terry 
Andrews, and Dr. Sam Voorhies conducted a year-long 
evaluation over three different trips to Congo. With 
data gathered through 30 trained local interviewers, 30 

Jesus 
Passed 

through 
the 

Village  

"

"
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randomly selected CHE villages were studied and 
compared to five randomly chosen non-CHE villages. 

In an area where animism and sorcery were strong forces 
even among people who identified as “Christian,” the 
research team observed significant spiritual changes 
taking place. People belonging to homes participating 
in CHE were much less likely to possess fetishes or 
amulets and were much more likely to be engaged 
in regular reading of their Bibles, prayer, church 
community, sharing with their neighbors, and tithing to 
the church. 

Findings in the physical health data demonstrated 
significant improvements in hygiene practices, healthy 
behavior and overall health among CHE families. In 
the CHE villages, improvements in immunization rates, 
better nutrition, prevention and treatment 
of diarrhea, and improved sanitation led 
to a 50% reduction in child mortality 
compared to non-CHE villages.

The team also witnessed significant 
improvements in income generation and standards of 
living in the CHE villages through better use of local 
resources, savings, and growth of micro-enterprises. 

In total, the findings demonstrated an exciting, 
community-wide transformation taking place among 
the 30 CHE villages, with many of the positive findings 
also occurring to some degree in families within the 
CHE communities which were, however, not considered 
actively participating in CHE. There was a transfer of 
positive impact and behavior change from neighbor to 
neighbor, that resulted in the entire village experiencing 
some corporate benefit. 

After the data was studied and presented in an executive 
summary in 2003, Dr. Engel described the experience as 
“one of the most encouraging trips of my life”:

I had almost gotten to the point where I wondered if 
we would ever truly see the Kingdom at work in this 
age of frenzied evangelism, but of very little truly 
wholistic ministry…We are seeing firsthand what the 
Kingdom of God can be when evangelism, nurture, 
and social change are woven into one coordinated 
and integrated program.

Dr. Sam Voorhies remarked, In over 20 years of 
two-thirds world ministry, having evaluated dozens 
of “wholistic” programs in numerous countries, I 
have not seen anywhere such dramatic impact for 
such little cost. The MAI CHE program effectively 
bridges the various interventions of meeting basic 
needs (such as health, sanitation and agriculture) 
with a wholistic Gospel message, resulting in 
the transformation of the believer, evidenced by 
behavioral change.

Thirteen years have passed since the Congo study was 
presented, and Jesus continues to transform communities 
like those in Congo around the world. Today MAI is 
directly involved in work in about 45 countries. Through 
other organizations, churches, and local groups, CHE 
is being used in over 100 countries. What does it look 

like when transformation takes 
place? I’ll borrow the words 
a young Guatemalan woman 
used to describe an experience 
she had walking through 

a community that had been experiencing wholistic 
transformation through CHE: “It was as if Jesus had 
just passed through the village…” and his presence and 
power continues.

50% reduction in 
child mortality
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